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Chapterlt Introduction

Chapter 1
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Prepared for the amateur history travelghis guide attempsto display the many historic sites
along the National Forest land portion of the Lolo T@airidor,! together with information
abouttheir historyand where to learn more. We focus on two National Historic Trails; the
Lewis and ClarKational Historic Tradnd the NeeMe-PooNational Historic TraiBut there
have been many players who have passed over or lived dhimgpute. Key to everything is
the role played by thé&imiipuupeople or Nez Percéribe who lived a semhomadic life in the
mountains, established the travel routeend are still a keen presence in the mountains.

What Is the Lolo Trail?

The Lolo Trail
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Theoriginal Lolo Trail in red with UWghway12 in yellowNot shown are several travel routes that roughly follow the old trail.

The Lolo Trail is the ancient travel route across the mountain barrier that separates the peoples
of the Columbia Basin from those on the Great Plains. It was pioneered by Native Americans
and became a major route for trade and travel long before Europeawact. For white

trappers, tradersand travelers it became popular due to a fortuitous arrangement of the
ridgeline between the North Fork Clearwater and Lochsa Rivers. The ridgeline provided a
relatively short route with minimal ups and downs compared to other routes. The actual route
changed over time due to fires, windstorpend other changes in the mountains. Some parts of
the route were neawsalmon streamsand hunting and gathering areas progdfood for the

g GKS GAYS 2F GKAA gNRGAY3IAZ (GKS ! o{® bliA2ylf C2NBai
/ 2 NNIipe&/NEWPfs.usda.gov/rOl/nezpercelearwater/recreation/loletrail-corridor accessed 24 April 2026.

-2-


https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/nezperce-clearwater/recreation/lolo-trail-corridor

Chapterlt Introduction

human travelersAfter the horse was acquired in the early 1700saaowsprovidedthe
necessanhorse feed.

Long before Europeans came to North Ameriba people living on each side of the Bitterroot
Range came to the mountains on foraging rounds. Small, often family related groups used large
areas and developed trails between their hunting, fishing, gathering and living sites. A few
routes, includinghe Lolo Trajlbecame a trading route across the mountains tying different

tribal groups together in an economic, social and cultural network.

Like all Indians, the natives in the Pacific Northwest were heavily impacted by European
diseases which over the course of three or more events over echatlry typically only left

10% of the native population to encounter the white prospectors, ranchers and homesteaders
invading their lands. Lewis and Clark estimaagubpulation 06,000 Nez Percpeople which
correlates with the estimate by sona&cheologists that 60,000imiipuulived in the valley of

the Clearwater River before the diseases struck. That is a larger human population than lives in
the area today, and they were living off local resogicéargely salmon as a proteia variety

of bulbs such as camas as starahd supplemented by other foraged berries, fish and game.
Each seasonhese native peoples traved in small family groupsito the mountains liing near

the meadows andivers. Returning year after yeathey knew the land better than any visitors
since passing this knowledggown throughgenerations mother to daughter, father to son.

A Nimiipuustory is that a young boy who was lost in the mountains was approacheidby
hahts the Grizzly Beawho was angry that the humans were encroaching on his land. Grizzly

SFNJ O2yFNRBRYGSR (GKS o62@& FyR 3F@S | 3ANBIG NRBIF N
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Instead of eating hinGrizzly Bear took the boy to the backbone of the highest mountains to
show him where thejuaspeetza(curled hairs) lived. He also showed the boy the huckleberry,
OK21 SOKSNNEZX YR aSNIAOSOSNNE® 2KSy GKS& NBIdz
your people are living. Go tell them what you have learned about this great land, the food that
has be@ provided for them, and the trail that will take them across the mounégin.

Trails Come in Many Forms

Before the arrival of the horséhe Nimiipuy like all peoples of the Americas, were afoot. They

dzZi SR R23& | a oSlrada 2F o0da2NRSyz: odzi Yz2ald 2F GK
whose shoes were moccasins. Those people left little lasting physical impact on the earth, and

the trail was just the route people traveled with little vegetation or soil disturbance. The people
seldom traveled more than 10 miles in a day andteeyknew many places and campsites that

today we pass without notice.

2Nez Perce National Historic Park, U.S. National Park Service,
https://www.nps.gov/nepe/learn/historyculture/loletrail-and-passhistory.htm, accessed 24 April 2026.
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Before the horse arrived, those travelers walked carrying their gear with only dogs as pack
animals. They tended to favor ridgeline travel becailms wereusually more direcand their
relative lack of water made for a drier trail. Because fires burn uphill, the ridgdiacktess
brush and thick timber. Their camps were in the same kind of places we choose to camp
todayt sheltered from the wind rain and elementsgood water level groundand after they
acquired the horse, grass for horse fed@the margins between forest and meadow were also
the best places to hunt

A change came with the arrival of the horse about 140rsescould carrymuch larger loads

and traveled faster which in turnabked trade over longer distances. But the horse also made
a change that resulted in a visible and physical trail feature. The horses' hooves would break the
layer of leaves and grass that protected the douringsummer thunderstorrs or heavy fall

rains, watercollected in the exposed soil of the trail and washed soil away. Since many trails
were going up or down steep slogehe concentratedwater dug trenctes. The impact is easier

to find along the LoldravelCorridor because 7,000 years agdt. Mazama irpresentOregon
erupted and deposited about 18 inches of ash over[th2 f 2 HadeBranidea The ash was
especially fertile and supported a wide variety of lush vegetation, but when exposed to heavy
rain, it eroded quickly. Where horse travel exposed the soil, a trench would quickly cut down to
the old granitic bedrock leaving a trench about a foot and a half deep. We can still find those
trenches, even after a hundred years of rose.

The Lolo Trail crossing became a key route due to an arrangement of ridges running east and
west just north of the Lochsa Rivétris mentioned in many fur tradend Western exploration
journals.Alternatemountain crossings ofterequireda large river crossing followed by clismb

up and over high ridgesnly to descend and cross another river. By contrast, the Lolo [ayasl
mostly alonchighridgelines. Athough thereare climbs and descents, it was easier to travel in
the days before the horse and before settlers constructed trails.

Unfortunately,i KS & ¢ NJ @¥Sule of2hfimbwend® B Pudsh aside the realitydimiipuu

travel and haged towhite historians focusg on just ridgeline route. There were several

reasons theNimiipuutraveled inthe lower elevation canyons. First, tiimiipuuwere living in

the mountainspften without bringingtheir food supplies. They visited the streams for salmon
and other aquatic foods. They knew when food and other resources were available for harvest.
They moved to meet those harvest times and locations. Sedbeg often needed to cross in

the spring and the heavy snow zone is on the western hied of the trail. Peaks and ridges

like Rocky Ridge, Snowy Summit, Bowl Butte and Willow Ridge held snow much later in the
summer than did peaks further east such as Smoking RiadianPost Officeor Spring

Mountain. Thus, the challenge for tiimiipuuwas getting aroundhis heavy snow zone.

The deep snow barrier in the Lolo Trail route was the ridgeérmainating at Woodrat
Mountain just north of Kooskia arektending south from Rocky Ridge towards the Middle Fork
ClearwaterRivet KS f 2¢ LIRAYG Ay (GKIFG NARISEAYS Aa 2dza
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that pass fronthe Lolo Creek(ldaho)drainage takes you into the headwaters of Fish Creek

GKAOK Ff2¢6a SIad wn YAfSAE 0STF2NB SyuSNAy3a GKS
Station. By following the trail down Fish Creek, it took them around the heavy fenmad in

June or early Julfeven todaywith globalwarming, thewestern approachs often closedpast

Rocky Ridge, one of the westernmost peaks, before July 20. Like Lewis anili@iapkiu

traders could not wait until August to cross the mountains.

BottomlAyS> [SéAa yR /EFN] F2ff26SR [|THejduyidsA I y G N
record thatwherethe snowhadcleared the trail tread was there. In those dgysack horses

were not led but herded as a group. A pack horse would wander out of the trail, bump into a

tree with their unfamiliar pack breaking off branches and leaving an opening that could be

easily detected. Todayhe clues ofbroken tree branchs and packubbed treesare missing,

but the braidedtrenches remain.

By contrast, most of the Native Peoples' use of the mountasse in small family groups

moving from one small village site to another with few horses and they would have made little

impact. Todaythose trails are mostly lost. When Congress designated the Lewis and Clark Trail

as a National Historic Traihey did not designate the route on the ground. For many people,

the Bird¢ NHzl E ¢ N} Af RA&AOdzaaSR 0St2¢6 Aa GKS [Sera |
American trail of that era.

Lolo Etymology

There are twdeadingtheories as to the origin of the nanisla

A Montanafur trapper Some believe that the word came from a French trapper by the name

[ F 6NBYyOS wSyO0S gK2 ftAQSR 2y az2yidlylQa [2f2 / N
GKSANI £ y3dzr3Ss GKS t20Fta 0O2dz R .yieinteriart @ KA &
Salish, like thé&limiipuu,were seminomadic but this trapper built a cabin and remained in the

same area, so it became Lolo Creek.

Chinook JargoiThe other name source comes from a language developed in the Pacific

Northwest by early fur traders and Native Americans to allow communication between the

disparate groups involved in trade. The language is a short list of words which met the needs of

the traders to communicate. It includes words in Spanish, Russian, French, English, and several
native languagedn Dictionary of the Chinook Jargby George Gibbs [t22 ¢ A a4 NB OGS f SF
YS | garrg  2oNMarmgEA[ 2 2T 2 NJ lde@neadfoRatry fd<Ladzf gRods upriver in a

3 There are two Lolo Creeks associated with the Lolo Trail Corridor. Near the western approach is the Lolo Creek of
Idahot I G NROdziF NB 2F GKS /€SFENBIFIGSNI wAg@SNY ! f2y3 (GKS St ai
Bitterroot River near Travelers Redtpresent Lolo, Montana.

4 A dictionary of the Chinook jargon, or trade language of Oré863) is available at
https://archive.org/details/dictionaryofchin00gibb/
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canoe or loaded on horses. It could also be used to indicate workers who were hired to carry

gear while traveling. The reasoning is thatowas used to mean a big carry like the French

2 NI 3ISz¢ gKAOK OSNIUIFAyfte FAGa GKAA Y2dzyul Ay
22dz2Ny I fa (SLI o6& GKS NI LIS NB mbrykét foineMl RSNE & Ly
arrivals. The other named members of the group are knownniewerLolo. How we wonder,

can a man appear in different journals over a®® I NJ LISNA 2R3> odzi ¢S R2y Qi
anything about him? But if you think in terms of Chinook Jargon, Lolo was one of the many

unnamed, uneducated mixed blood trappers andwokkerg K2 | G0 SYRSR GKS Go62
their travels, but who, as an individual, did not merit attentfon.

Generations of Travel Ways

We can look at both trails and roads in terms of its generation just as we talk about the
generation of a phone or tablet.

Firstgeneration trailsare those created by people going from place to place. They made little
disturbance and followed the route of easiest travel.

Secondyenerationtrailsare those where someone has taken the effort to remove degvn

trees or rocks from the travevay. This can be confusing as a figigherationNimiipuutrail
adopted intoa Forest Service trail system will often have some barriers removed, be rerouted
around boggy areas, artthve the tread dug out oside hill sectios. That makes themsecond
generation

Thirdgeneration trailsare semiengineered trails, with a limited grade which can make them
longer, i.e. switchbacks have been addédere area few of these witin the Lolo Trail
Corridor.

Firstgeneration roadsvere built along lines of least resistandéney hacdho rock surfacing or
culverts, so they were often boggy. For that reason, they were usually on ridgelines which were
drier. Grades could be quite steep, usually 10 percent or less, but occasionally up to 15 percent.
They are single lane with passing platygscallyquite far apart.

Secondyeneration roadsre slightly improvedirst generationroads.Whenbuilt new, they

were surveyed beforehand and grades &ly constart. Streams have culverts, and any areas
prone to moisture have a crushed rock surfatkey are typicallyisgle lane with frequent
pull-outs for passing oncoming vehicles.

Thirdgeneration roadsre typicallybuilt to log-haul standard roads that can accommodate
heavy logging trafficTheyare part of an overall plan for commercial access to largesaidzey

5C2NJ Y2NBX aSS W2aSLK a dzaNardiigYhe Mo@ehttip©/2eweINB K Sy a A S aSNA Sa
clark.org/sciences/geography/namistge-lolo/. In particular, se¢olo in Trade Jargaat https://lewis-
clark.org/sciences/geography/namittge-lolo/lolo-in-trade-jargons/.
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can besingle lane, buimore often are 12 feet wide with frequent passing places. Loegen
gradesand culvertsmanagewater drainage.

HistoncalName Confusion

Forthe Nimiipuu,the purpose of traveling over the mountains was usually to hunt buffalo.

Their name for the trail iK'useyneisskit 2 NJ & ¢ NJ Aéf Borthe Kodtda &l SalistizT F | £ 2
peoples the Bitterroot and Clarks Fork vallelgad no salmopso to them, it was thé ¢ NI A € § 2
the Salmo# The first written record®f the crossingre the Lewis and Clark journals. Later, as

the fur trade developed, traffic on the trail by nésimiipuupeople picked upand the route
NEOSAOBSR (KS ylIYS [2f2 ¢NIAfd® ¢K2aS GNFRSNA |
Clarkston area, then on to either Weippe or Kamiah, ldaho, and then to Musselshell Meadows

to access the Lolo ridgelingsinally, at Rocky Point, just north of present Powell, the ridgeline
terminated andthe trailRNR2 LJLJISR R2 46y | YR ONR A& SRthem2 Rl 2 Q& / N
climbed to Lolo Pasat Packer Meadows and thefowna 2 y i I yIF Qa [ 2f 2 [/ NB8S] @
goodNimiipuutrails on all those ridges Y R G KI & 06 S OTiyrisgelin&rButeds¢ NJ A f £
mentioned frequently in earlyur trade journalslJ.S Army recordsand missionary journaldn

the 18605, gold was discovered near Pierce, Idaho and gold seekers flond&dey used the

Lolo trail on their forays into the mountains looking for riches. Unfortunately, few reliable maps

have survived from that erdn the more remote mountain locationg)é maps that did survive

are quite inaccurate.

Bird-Truax Trailn 1866 the Federal government appropriated $50,000 to buildagonroad

from Lewiston, Idaho over the mountains to the Virginia City, Montana gold fields. They looked
at other routes and picked the Lolo Trail route as biestroute. They started work near
Musselshell MeadowsearWeippe, Idaho and worked east. The money was woefully skort
earlyon, they gave up omuildingaroad andinsteadbuilt atrail suitable for pack animals. They
thought theycould get more money to come back and widen the trail into a road suitable for
wagons The contractors were Wellington Bird and MafgewallTruax. Thenitial trail was built
nearly tothe Montanaldaho stateline at Lolo Pasd he project waabandoned when no more
money arrived.

During the1877Nez Perce Wathe nontreaty Nimiipuubands used the Lolo Trail rouss did

the Army chasing them. Whether thidimiipuuused the Birdlruax Trail is debatable, but the

Army hired men to cuthe BirdTruax Traibpen, and the troops followed itFor the first time

therewasl YIF L) 2F (GKS NRdziS:Z y2G 2dzad | I$ySNIt RS
1900 the Forest Service begarsingthe trail as a mainline pack trail to serve administrative

and firefighting crews, and it served in that capacity for more than 30 years.

An evolving systenThere weremany other trails often quite short segments between camps
or resource areas. They went to the berry fields, gathering growamashunting areas and
between family village sites. When the early Forest Semnangers hiredhe Nimiipuuto guide
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them, they found thatNimiipuutrails seldom went where theangers wanted to go, but there
was no other choice the Forest Service did not have funding for significant trail building.
Therefore our most reliable sourcdor the Nimiipuutrails are early Forest Service maps. We
can generallyassume that the trails showon themwere originallyNimiipuutrails adopted into

the Forest Servictail system. There are numerous anecdotal journals that tell us how horrible
those trails were. At least they were horrible to someane hurrywith a longdistance goal.

To the original routemakers it wasK'useyneisskitThe firstengineeredrail was built byBird
and Truax, known as thgird-TruaxTrail With the introduction ofmining, ranching and fur
trapping the area on each side of the mountains wasreasinglypopulated by white settlers
andin their newspapersit was called the.olo Trail. Around 190®ational Forests were
established andits rangers hired the locallimiipuuto guide them. They all called it thelo
Trail but they mostly were referring to the higtountry ridge route The lower elevation routes
that avoidedthe higher snow zones werenostlyforgotten. It follows, then, thatthe Forest
Servicanapsdocumentedthe Lolo Traihs
aridgdine trailbetween the LochsRiver
and the North Fork Clearwater Rivérwas fi! /; {
not until the Great Depression in the 1930 4 {
and the creation of the Civilian : ,. f
Conservation Corp€CChhat the agency '
was able to build their own trail system. ,-

Ghy hOG268NI ¢ mMpyci ]
the National Trails System Act by i
designating the Nez Per¢deeMe-Po0)
Trail as a component of the National Trail #
Systeme® The USDA National Forestis
charged with administering that trail, and
at the time of this writingthey O I £ The A
Nez PerceNimiipuuor NeeMe-Po0)
National Historic Trail’d®

Not only didthe 1986legislation give two | B oo
names for that trailput it alsofailed to | %!
designate the location of the trail on the

ground. Nor did any legislation designate
the location of the Lewis and Clark Nation

6Sandra Broncheaa OCI NX | Y RZ &-MeSPbo) NafoNaDHistodichr &if Historic and Administrative
| 2 y (i @8DA&orest Service, 2016), p.18ts://npshistory.com/publications/usfs/npnht/ha®016.pdf
accessed 23 April 2026.

7428t 02YS (2 (KMetR2I0 thd NIAR yd Ht®S/vaviis2idB. Dv/ikiNhekpbréeBht
accessed 23 April 2026.
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Historic Trall. In the Lolarea the route of Lewis and Clark in 1805 and 1806 is uncertain in
places. A best guesine wasdrawn on the Clearwater National Forest maps and USGS
guadrangle maps produced in the 1960s. By contrast, the rth@&S Army in thé&ez Perce
War is known. That trail is the Birdruax trail, which became the Lolo Tfail.

Naming Conventions

In this guide, w will use the followingnaming conventions

Lolo Trail CorridoAn ancient travel corridathat coincides with portions of the Lewis and Clark
National Historic Trail and the Nez Perce (Wé&=Poo) National Historic Trail.

Lolo Trail National Historic Landmaikhe portion of the Lolo Trail Corridor managed by the
USDA Forest Service within the Nez P& tmarwater and Lolo National Forests.

Nee-Me-PooTrail The ridgeline trail followed by thiimiipuuon their flight to freedom in
1877. Similar namesBird-Truax Trail, Virginia City Wagon Road, Lolo Trail, Lewis and Clark Trail,
NimiipuuTrail,NimiipuuTrail, the Northern Nez Perce Trail, afidseyneisskit

Nimiipuutrail Any trailused for generations by thdimiipuuand Interior Salisko access rivers
and valleys often branching from the Ne&lee-Poo Trail

Lewis and Clark Tralilhe route followed by the Lewis and Clark Expedition fall 1805 and spring
1806. Much of their routevas on the Nedvie-Poo Trail, but significant portions followed other
Nimiipuutrails.

Lolo Motorway Forest Service Road 5(©S 50Q)commonly known as the Lolo Motorway, is a
narrow, primitive, dirt road built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s. It passes
through the Lolo Trail Corridor. Other names include Lolo Trail Rodtolo Divide Roa#f,

Over the past century several people have attemptedeééine] S6A & FyR /1 N]J Qa NJ
the Bitterroot Mountains. The first to publish in popular formwag f LK { LI OS Q& wmdcn
The Lolo Traiwhich is still available locallgpaceR A Ry Qi LINE A RS YI LJA odzi A
description. It was the best available, although some observers felt there were areas of

concern. In the 1990s and early 2000s two more researchers attempted to correct some of the

8 For a deeper history and analysis of the Birdax Trail, sebttps://trailresearch.org/topic/birdtruax-trail/ .

9 For more, sedttps://trailresearch.org/topic/neeme-poo-nationathistoric-trail/ .

10 Historically, the Lolo Motorway started at Musselshell Meadows, went up GoldCieeékR I @ Q& C2NBaid { SN
Road535 (2 . SI@SNJ{FRRtS IyR I 2dzyOlAz2y 6A0GK G(G2RI&Qa C2NEB:
Summit, Soldier Meadows, passed Beaverd&addle to Pete Forks and its junction with Forest Service Road 500

the Lolo Motorway. It then went east on the Lolo Motorway to its junction wih 12hear the Crooked Fork

Bridge east of Powell.
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guestionst! but for most people the Lewis and Clark route isuseable. Instead, almost all
who cross the Lolo follow the Neéde-Poo trail via the Lolo Motorway.

Abbreviations

CCC = Civilian Conservation Corps

FS= Forest Service Road. For example(Sis Forest Service 500
HW = A state highway

Rd = Road

US 12 4JS Highway 12

How to Use These Guides

This guide approacheble Lolo TraiCorridor from the westand goes easiThose wishing to
travel east to west will need to reverse the stops provided in this guide.
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Yellow: US 12 (Chapter 2)
Red: Lolo Motorwa{Chapter 3)
Blue: Access routes

This guide offerthreed Y 2 (i 2 N& 1 &rid & chafBeddés8ribing hiking ahdrseriding
trails:

Kooskia to Lolo vidS 12Chapter2) US 1Zollows the Clearwater and Lochsa rivers, summits
Lolo Pass, and then parall¢fe MontanalLolo Creek. Although it is not the route our historic
travelers used, it is very scenic and offers significant historical interpretation.

11 For these researchers and others, $etps://trailresearch.org/topic/lolatrail/.
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The Lolo Motorway(Chapter3) Significant portions of both the Nede-Poo and Lewis and
Clark Trail can be approximated by following the Lolo Motorway, FSaB@ahen descending
Parachute Hill teeachPowell, Idaho on US 12.

The WesterrNee-Me-Poo TraillChapter 4) On the western side of the Lolo Trail Corridor, the
Nee-Me-Poo trail veers north from the Lolo Motorway. One can approximate this route on
Forest Service roads.

Hiking and Horsind rails (Chapter5) These trails offer a close experience to the historic routes
through the Lolo Trail CorridoRue to their elevations, thegre only open miesummer to fall
Only about half of the traditional Bir@iruax trail is opetoday,andthosesegmentghat are
openare variously maintained

Distances and GPS Coordinateor each stop or side road the GPS position for that place is
given If you have a GPS device, you can use it to keep oriented. Atthe eadréf A 1 S Q &
description the mileageto the nextoneis given. With this informatiaryou can follow the
GG2dzNE AY SAGKSNI RANBOGAZ2Y ®

Resources

Maps

We like to think we have covered everything in this book, but that ighmteality. In addition
to other readingthere are several maps that will help you get around.

Electronic maps and GPS units are an invaluable resoufro®thing else but to answer the
jdzSadA2ys a! NB 6S {KSNIS noxdl pHore dervicésia magtioSthegeK S NS
tourst even along US 12be sure your electronic map device will operate as intended without

cell phone data. At a minimum, download the Clearwater National Forestfonapobile

devices.

There is another map this authobrand most experienced travelers within the Lolo Trail

Corridort always carry: an olfashioned, paper of the Clearwater National Forest. This map
IAPSa GKS ao0A3 LinchiedddSexanhds NiE 418l dbiatihe Srofinokahai
YFEYAFK NYyYy3ISNI adlradAaAz2ys [2t2 tlaa £xAaAd2N/ Syl
and online for a price of about $15.

For access and information about the Clearwater National Forestmpagger and digital
visit https://www.fs.usda.qov/r01/nezpercelearwater/mapsquides??

12 USGS topographic maps are also availablgtps://www.usgs.gov/programs/nationagjeospatial
program/topographiemapsp . SOl dza S 2F (GKSANI a1 22YSR Ayé aoOFtSy GKSe
maps would be needetb cover any of the tours in this guide.
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Related Books

The Lewis and Clark Expediti@ay by Dayby Dr. Gary MoultoriUniversity of Nebraska Press

2018)

This book provides the essential story of the Lewis and Clark Expedition without the burden of

the complete journalpreviouslytranscibed by Dr. Moulton. Ae expedition journals compes

13 volumes and are available onlinetgips://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.eduEven if you settle

just for the two captainsfull journalsand onlythe Bitterroot Mountain portiors, you will have

to carry twoheavy journalsln Day by DayMoulton skips the many pages of mileage charts,

OSt SadAlf 20aSNBIGA2Y (loftSax IyR [SeAaQa TF2N
and concise summary of each day.

In Pursuit of the Nez Perceampiled by Linwood Laughy (Mountain Meadow Press, 2002)
Laughy has compiled source material from three key participants in the 1877 Nez Perce War:
Gen. O0.0. Howard, Duncan McDonald, and Chief Joseph. Each participant shares a unique
perspective and between the three, a grasp of what motivated thoegeng the 1877 Nez Perce
Waris clarified.

Lewis and Clark Among the Nez Perce: Strangers in the Land of the Nbyiidlan V.

Pinkham and Steven R. Evdihke Dakota Institute Press of the Lewis and Clark Fort Mandan
Foundation 2013

Pinkham and Evanscorporate boththe Lewis and Clark journals aN@miipuuoral histoiesto

tell a balanced story of theS 2 L)t SQa Sy O2dzy i SNER 6A 0K [ S6Aa I yR

The Lolo TriA History and Guide to the Trail of Lewis and CPfledition, by RalphS.Space

(Historic Montana Publishing@001)

This is the original book on the Lolo Trail and although some things have changed, many

K I @ Sayidatie history and flavor of his writing is worthwhigel: y& 2 F G KA & 3dzA RS Q:
come from this book, but Spadtgpically offersmore depththan we do here Space was a

career Forest Service manager, firefighter, and dynamic personHtigybooks for sale at

Clearwater National Forest offices, by local vendors or online.

Clearwater Country! Historical & Recreational Guide Lewiston, td&hssoula, Montanay
Borg Hendrickson & Linwood LaugMountain Meadow Press, 2010)
This book gives the traveler of US 12 between Lewiston and Missoula a comprehensive history.

Across the Snowy Ranges: The Lewis and Clark Expedition in Idaho and Western Montana
written by James R. Fazio, photography by Mike Venso, and maps by Steve F. Russell (Woodland
Press, 2001)

This book reads much like a coffesble book a dayby-day commentary accompanied by

color photographs printed on oversize, clagsed paper.

| A1S [ S6A& I hyNaryAedenkl addiStekeFRugsedl (University of Idaho Press,
2002)
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https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/

Chapterlt Introduction

This is the ultimate hiking guide of the Nbte-Poo and Lewis and Clark Trail inclucimgst of
the side trails.

Forty Years a Forestby Elers KocfMissoula: Mountain Press Publishing Company, 1998)

The Lochsa Story: Land Ethics in the Bitterroot Mountairdud MoorgMissoula: Mountain
Press Publishing Company, 1996)

Online Resources

The Nez Perc€learwater National Forest home page is at
https://www.fs.usda.gov/rO1/nezpercelearwater There, you can obtain maps, check the
status of wildfirespr reserve a lookout.

The Complete Journals of Lewis and igiréary Moulton:
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/

Discover Lewis & Clarik400+webpages of all things Lewis and Cldrips://lewis-clark.org

Lewis & Clark Trail Experieneetravel site ahttps://lewisandclark.travel

We Proceeded Otthe journal of the Lewis & Clark Trail Alliance at
https://lewisandclark.org/wpo

Trail Researchrhis archive of trail research provides in depth analysis of the Lolo Trail Corridor
and features the research of Steve F. Russell and othéps..//trailresearch.orq

The Lewis and Clark National Historic Thaibs://nps.gov/lewiandhttps://nps.gov/lecl

The Nez Perce National Historic Trafips://www.fs.usda.gov/trails/nezperce-nht

wk LK {LIOSQa 2NRAIAYIET mMdcn a¢KS /€SEFENBIFGSN {
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/nfs/files/r01/nezperce
clearwater/publication/clearwater%20story.pdf
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https://lewisandclark.travel/
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https://trailresearch.org/
https://nps.gov/lewi
https://nps.gov/lecl
https://www.fs.usda.gov/trails/nez-perce-nht
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/nfs/files/r01/nezperce-clearwater/publication/clearwater%20story.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/nfs/files/r01/nezperce-clearwater/publication/clearwater%20story.pdf

Chapter 2

Y223 PRODR{ MH

A wagon road connecting Idaho and Montana along the Middle Fork of the Clearwater River
and Lochsa River had been a dream of Lewiston merchants from the 1860s. By 1900, it only
reached Syringdt was initiallyopenedby prospectors but undoubtedly followed a route used
by the Nimiipuufor generations. Two railroads surveyed routes ovelo Passbut that was

late in the railroad building ergand the railroad wasever built.

The railroadsurveysrom the General Land Office gave the Forest Service a good base for their
maps.During the Great Depressiothere was dederalprisoncampworking to extend the
highway eastbut it was slow goinghpanesdanterment workerscontinued the work during

World War 1) but the road did not reach the Lochsa Ranger Station until the 1950s. During the
early1960s the road wasfinally completedconnecting with the road coming west from Lolo,
Montana.
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Kooskia, Idaho
Mile 0:46.148Q-115.9825

Kooskia, Idaho

VLR I
Rl

@ IKooskia;
.‘\“

==X 00skia

National/Fish
Hatchery, -

Hatchery;Bldg

\.h‘

The tour starts at the north end of the bridge shown the upper left. The highway remains on the north side of the gessas it
east. The Fish Hatchery is whére village ofChief Looking Glasgs located when it was attacked by theS Army in the
1877 war.

Start at the information Plaza and Weigh Statairihe junction ofUS12andHW 13 from Sites
and GrangevilleThe informatiorplaza was built with Lewis and Clark Bicentennial funds in the
years leading up to the 20@86 commemorationand has some interesting information about
the area.lt isopposite the mouth of the South Fork Clearwater River which drains the
mountains to the southeast. The Battle dft&s in the 1877 NePerce War took place about

five miles south

Fom 1900 to 1934Kooskia was the home of the Selway National Fotast934 a fire burned
much of theforestand that winter, the Regional Forester came over from Missoula, Montana
by train He met with the three local Forest Supervisors here. The meeting weniniethe
night, and when the people of Kooskia got up the next mornitig Selway Forest office was
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dark and emptyThe desks, records and tools had all been hauled aWag Selway Forest was
no more it had been split between the Clearwater and the Nezce forests.

A Continueeastboundon US 12 for 1.3 miles

Bridge to Kooskia, Tahoe Ridge, and Clear Creek
Mile 1.3:46.1409-115.9643

Note the Osprey nest on the power pole at the end of the bridge. An osprey family has been
using this for many years.

A Continue 1.2 miles

Tukaytespe Picnic Area
Mile 2.5: 46.1368;115.9456

Parking is limited so no trucks or trailefaikaytespe (skipping stonesas the name childreim

the Nimiipuu(Nez Percgvillage across the rivercalled the calm area of the riveéWhen white
miners and then loggers and homesteaders showedhmsite served a variety of uses. When
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act was passed in,2B88-orest Service was directed to purchase
land and easements on private property along the river. As part of one deal, this land came
under Federal ownershigndadministered by the Forest Service. The original purchase had a
clause that the current business could remain for a few ydatsrestingly, that business was a
ONROKSES (y26y a al33ASQa .SYRI YR gKAfS y?2
ignored by local officials well into the 1970s. The legal process required the Forest ervice
issue aspecialusepermit for any private business on Federal land. The permit was issued with
a few vague sentences about the business and continued to operate for several years. Alas,
time ran out, the business moved, the building was torn dpand now we have a nice
swimming and picnic area.

TheNimiipuuvillage of Chief Looking Glass was up the valley across theThisgétraditional
religioreé band joined the nortreaty bands in their long flight to Montanghen to prison in
Oklahomaandfinally to exile in Colvié, Washington. Consequently, there were few tribal
members in the area when the Bates Act opened the land to Wikitilement. For this reason,
there arelimited Nimiipuulivingin this area.

A Continue 1.7 miles
Haris Ridge Road and Penny Cliffs Area
Mile 4.2: 46.1504;115.9281

Harris Ridgevas the accesadfor the originalLolo Motorway The road went over Woodrat
Mountain to Smith Saddjendthento the Lolo Motorway aCanyon Junction. This route was
undoubtably aNimiipuutrail adopted by whites. The Selwalational Forestvas
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headquartered in Kooskia so theangers would have traveled this trathenheading to
G2RIF28Qa CAaK YR | dzydaSNE / NBS{ao

Penny Cliffs Darvasonceplannedfor this arealt would have backed water up past Lowell
andinto both the Lochsa and Selway Riverhis dam becamarallying cryto stop dam

construction in the United States and resulted in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968. The
Middle Fork Clearwater River was the first Wild and Scenic River listed in the Act.

Private Property Easemeni®ne of the provisions of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act is to keep

the river looking scenic, and that includes the privately owned land within sight of the river. The
Forest Service was directed to buy the development rights to the properties withincfi¢fn
NADBSNIW ¢KSaS SIasSvySyida 6SNB ljdzAdS SELISyargds
The purchases were done in the 1970s and in some cases the cost of the development right was
nearly full appraised valudf.you buy a lot with a hom#day and want to build an additian

you must submit plans and get written permission. This has turned out to be a nightmare for all
concerned. Landowners often buy without looking at the title or understanding what the
easement meansloo many buildomething and are outraged when the Forest Service comes
knocking. However, the bottom line is that the scenic corridor along the river is not being
2OSNNYzy 6AGK GaOalyarzzyacs

A Continue 10.5 miles

Smith Creek Roa@FS101)
Mile 14.7:46.1366-115.7514

Smith Creek Road adog-hauk standard road witraccess tdhe Lolo Motorway atCanyon
Junction

A Continuel.4 miles

Syringa
Mile 16.1:46.1499-115.7282

Syringa is amall community on private land within the National For&dtis land is not subject
to the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act provisions.

Bridges and Aerial Tramwayst several locatiosalong the river, younaysee aerial trama

across the riverTheseprovide access to privately ownémmes on theopposite shoreMost of
them have road access from Tahoe Ridge but it is long, steep, muddy and often unusable for
much of the winter.

One privatebridge in Syringavasowned by an older man who was a bit of a reclus®rried
about trespassers he wired a motion sensor on his bridge so if someone crossed it an alarm

sounded in hishomé a KS ¢ | Zayl€éasanthah gspetiallywhen dealing with people
FAAKAY 3 (KS NI JandhewasRvdided igrost Ibcals. Feeial s, dvien

-17-



Chapter2t Kooskia to Lolo vidS 12

the High School in Kooskia had won a game and the kids were looking for something to spice up
their evening a few of them would jump up and down on his bridge and then jump in their car
and leaveThe recluse would grab his shotglut he never found any trespassers.

A Continue 3.7 miles
Three Devils Campground
Mile 19.8: 46.1391,115.6641

This is amall campground next to the river. At one time there was a large rock in the river that
was bad news for boats or log rafts headed down river. The rock was blasted out of the way,
but in the spring, highvater can still present hazardto boaters.

A Continuel mile

Wild Goose Campground

Mile 21.8 46.1362-115.6262

Another small campground next to the river.
A Continue 1.2 miles

Interpretive Sign Turnout

Mile 23:46.1393-115.6022.

In addition to the interpretive sign, there isgpod viewof the Lochsa and Selwayvers
merging toform the Middle Fork Clearwater River.

A Continue 0.3 miles

SelwaylLochsaConfluenceand Selway Road
Mile 23.6: 46.1428;115.5986

Thesey I YS& | NB 6KAGS YtheNindpuunamésSieaagdgertlel (Sediwdy) 2 F
and rough (Lochsalror about a dozen miles, ti&elwayhere has a much more plaandture

than the Lochsa Rivand has several camping areBgnn Ranger Station is about six miles
upriverwith buildingsbuilt by theCivilian Conservation Corpsthe 1930silt is still a working

4

a0dFdA2y>S YR GKS NBOSLIiAz2yAald Attt 0S LINRJZR

A Continue 0.3 miles
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Lowell
Mile 23.9,46.1477, -115.5948

Lowell is asmallcommunitywith aspeed limit reduction, and perhag®ur last chance fogas.
At the time of this writing, lhe gas statioris not alwaysopen

A Continuel.7 miles
Pete King Creek
Mile 25.6: 46.165,/-115.5886

This creek wasamed for a miner and homesteader who built a cabin within sight of the river.
For many years this was the end of the wagon roadfantther travel was by trail. Note the
gateused to close¢he highway when winter storms overwhelm the snowplows.

A Continue 4.9 miles
Canyon Creek
Mile 30.5: 46.2109;115.5422

Justa few feetup the canyon is the site of a prison labor camp used in the 1930 @4@kto
build this highway. In the early days\Wforld War 1ljt became a internment camp for
Japanese men. Not much remsjibut the visitor can still find fruit trees water collection
tower, and the concrete slab used as a tennis court.

A Continue0.4 miles
Apgar Campground
Mile 30.9: 46.2146,115.5371

Apgar is amall but pleasant family campground along the rivietehouse of theinternment
cam director was here.

A Continue2.4 miles
Deadman Creek
Mile 33.3: 46.2267-115.115.5013

The nama&Deadma comes fromthe body found in a cabin in 1908, about three miles up the
creek. He had apparently been dead for a while as all they found were Bdnes.

Before the CCC buattrail through Black Canyaturing the Great Depressipthis was the end
of the road.For those going to the upper Lochsa Rj¢eey converted to hiking or horbackat
this point Before the Great Depressipthe trail climbed 3,700 feeto Middle Butte then onto

13 SpaceClearwater Storyp. 151.
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Fish Creek Butteand then down a very steep trddsing 3,400 feeto the mouth of Fish Creek
To eliminate this tough trip he Forest Service an@ivilian Conservation Corps built a trail
through Black Canyon

A Continuel.6 miles

Knife Edge Campgrouradd River Access
Mile 34.9: 46.2275,115.4742

Most springtime rafters and kayaks pull out here, so there is good river access with a
restroom. There are also 3 camp units.

A Continue3.2 miles

Split Creek Trailheaahd Boater Access
Mile 38.1: 46.2311;1154167

Black Canyon (mileposts 1X3119)Black Canyon is the portion of the Lochsa River between
Split Creek Pack Bridge and the mouth of Fish Ciidedhighway through heravas not built
until after WWII.

Black Canyon Trait was not until the 1930s that the Forest Service with CCC help was able to
build a trail through Black Canyon. Todiays a nice recreation trail above theghwaywith

detours intosteep canyon streams with impressive waterfalls. It emerges about ¥ mile up Fish
Creek RoadFrom there, the hiker or packeancontinue to the ranger station or the current

site of the Wilderness Gateway Campground.

Split Creek TraiFirst cross the suspension bridge which was built in the 1930s with help from
the Civilian Conservation Corg@e tral soon returns to its heritagea Nimiipuutrail climbing

for the high country. After crossing Split Creek, it becomes a stiff climb up Split Creek Ridge
gaining 3,000 feet elevation in about three miles.

A Continuel.2 miles
Riverside PuDutandWilderness Interpretive Sign
Mile 39.3:46.3064-115.3721

A longlived signMost interpretive signshere have a life expectancy of about 10 years. This sign
was installed just after Congress established the SeBitgrroot Wilderness Area in 1964 and
although a bit battered by snowplows and discourteous pegpkill survives.

Rockpit When theroadfrom the east met the road from the west was time to pavat.
Across the river is a gravel they could useso the state built a bridge arektracted the
gravelfor paving rock. When completed, they leveled the site, removed the bymiflood
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g1 GSNI ayl GdzNI £ AT Sithecaniedvitblerness@®@tBng roék $of refdaving ibolw S NJ
a bit more expensive.

A Continue2.5 miles

Fish Creek Bridge and Road
Mile 41.8: 46.3335-115.3464

Fish Creeknters from the north There is a onenile road toa trailhead with limited parking.
For those interestd in visiting parts of the lower Hungery Creek and Fish Creek,ahesis
providesexcellentprimary access.

A Continue0.2 miles

Fish Creek Boat Accessd Restrooms
Mile 42:46.3351 -115.3446

A large pulout here provides boater access and has a pit toilet.

A Continuel.2 miles

Lochsa Historic Ranger Station
Mile 43.2:46.3378-115.3285

Before roads reached herdjisrangerstation was a central management and supply center.

Today it isa living museunstaffed during the summer by volunteer docents. Park in the lower

lot and walk up the stairs to the welcome room whichoae time was the Assistant Rangers

cabin. Other parts of the historic station include a cook room, an office, a supply room, and a
dispatch center which was connected by phone lines to remote lookouts and work cemters.

many hitchrails were used to tie pack animals while loading them with the supplies, tools, and

gear for treks to stations located days away. The-twd 2 NBE  wl Y ISNR G B I0A s & | ¢
home because he was the only one allowed to bring his wife to the station. A prize feature of

0KS wlky3aSNRa K2YS Aa | OFad ANRY oOF GKGdzo GKI
from the mouth of Deadman Creekmore than 20 miles by the trail they had to folloil in

all, the station gives us a good look at a lifestyle that has passed.

A Continue0.6 miles
Turnoutat Highway Bend
Mile 43.8: 46.3394:115.3149

This area hasispersed camping and picnicking overlooking ttiver andéBeaver Flatx now
known asWilderness Gateway Campground.

A Continue0.1 miles
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Wilderness Gateway Campground
Mile 43.9: 46.3448,115.3087

Aroad to the south quickly crosses the river to a large flat area which today is Wilderness
Gateway Campgroun@rior to 1920Qa rangerstation was located on this flat, but when the
State of Idaho decided to route the Lochsa River Highway on the north bank of thehexer
decided to move the Ranger Station to a site near the high#dyarrier therangers faced at

that time was crossing the river in the springevithe water was high and fast. For a time, they
had an overhead cable system to move men and materials across the river which must have
been quite a thrillThe original log cabin built at the flats was taken apart, the \ogre

numbered andhen floated down to the newstation sitewhere it was rebuilt

A Continue0.1 miles

Sherman Creek Traihd Dispersed Camping
Mile 44:46.346Q0-115.3083

On the north side of the river (uphill frokdS 12, a short spur opens to a dispersed camping

area and the trailhead for the Sherman Creek TTdils trailis a third-generation trail withan

even grade tdNo-SeeUm Meadowon the Lolo Ridgdt climbs t05,900 feetin elevatiort a

gain of nearly 3,000 feeThe trail must have been high priorjigs this would have been a

major capital investmentPrior to the construction of the trail, there waNimiipuu trailthat
climbedup the ridgdine to Sherman Pealt met the trail coming up Pagoda Ridge from the
mouth of Willow Creek at a point called Grouse Point on old Forest Service maps. That point is
Fd pXdpnn FSSG StSOGFraGAz2y Ay GKS {9mkn {9wmkn
National Forestnap. From Grouse Pointhe combined trails continued up the ridge about

three miles until just below Sherman Pedke trail then contoured around the west and north
sides of Sherman Peak until it tied into the Lolo Tkdier the Sherman Creek trail was
completed, both the Pagoda Ridge Trail and the Sherman Ridge Trail were abandoned and
virtually forgotten.

QX
w

A Continue4.7 miles

Old Highway Maintenance Station
Mile 48.7: 46.3832;115.2379

At one time there were homes here but when a highway washout dihwemiver and
avalanches ughe river isolated the families for several months, Idaho Transportation
abandoned the station in favor of stationsladwell and Powell.

A Continue4.2 miles
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Big Curve Turnout
Mile 52.9: 46.3831;115.2331

On the river side of the highway a leveleebff ridgelinejutting into the river. It was a highway
maintenance area now used for highway ratirageand dispersed camping.

Trail#215t or 2150 depending on which map you wserosses the river, but the trail is
difficult to find, the crossings only useable during low water

A Continuel.2 miles

Nine-Mile River Access
Mile 54.1: 46.37.3832115.2379
A Continue4.2 miles
Interpretive Sign Turnout
Mile 58.3:46.4504-115.08}

On the north side of the road (mountain side) is a wide turnout with Lolo iftafpretive

signs. To stretch your leggou might look at the old river channel which makes a loop against
the mountain to the north. There was an island here, so when the highway wasitocuiit

across the island and left an old river loop against the mountain.

A Continue0.4 miles
Saddle CampRoad(FS107)
Mile 58.7: 46.4532,115.0789

Saddle Camp Road provide kagcess to the centrgdortion of the Lolo Motorway US12 to the
junction with the Lolo Motorway at Saddle Camp is only about 10 miles but it takéan
K2dzNJ 62 RNAGS® 52y Qi Lldzéo#d be gigiefidard LISSRX (K S

From Saddle Campou can turn west oS 50Qo0 visit Smoking Place and Bald Mountain or
headeast toward Howard CammdianPost Officeand Bears Oil and RoaBamp See the Lolo
Motorway chapter for descriptions of these sites

A Continue2.5 miles
Weir Creek Hot Spring Trailleka
Mile 61.2:46.4581 -115.0350

This trailhead has small parking areand arestroom onthe north side of thehighway A user
built trail scrambles about ¥2 mile the springs

A Continue0.9 miles
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Eagle Mountain Pack Bridge
Mile 62.1:46.4618-115.0146

Here is aother wooden towered suspension bridge built in the 19384l together, four were
built. The one at Wilderness Gatewayossed Boulder creek and was unneeded when the
campground roads wereonstructed Whenit needed an expensive repait was removedThe
three remainingoridgesall cross the Lochsa River andraVe maintenance problentsecause
the highwaywas built over the top of thie anchors This makes inspection and repair of the
connection cables difficult.

A Continue4.7 miles
Colgate Campground
Mile 66.8: 46.4676,114.9433

Colgate Campground issaallareanext to the riverwhere the sound of the river helps many
people sleepln late summer, the site is populaith fly fishermen.

A Continue0.2 miles

Colgate LickRest Stoand Interpretive Trail
Mile 67:46.4644-114.9405

This area is nameadalthough misspelled for the cookof the ill-fated Carlin PartyGeorge
Colegatgsee sidebar)The springs on the hill above the parking area are a warm seeghe
vegetation is different from the surrounding mountains. The trees seem short, Beechuch of
the area is open, meadaodike ground. Take the time to walk the interpretive trail. In the winter
especially, wildlife congregates around the warm seeps.Wasthe prime hunting ground the
Carlin Party.

A Continue2.4 miles
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The Carlin Party

The Carlin party was a group of young men who came to ldaho to camp and hunt in Septe
1893. They hired a guide from Spokane, and their cookGesgeColegate a settler from
Kendrick, ldaho who was a bit older and not in good health. It was late September before t
reached the mountains via Weippe, Idaho. They followed the Lolo Trail east for several day
often struggling with the dowed trees which had not been cleared since the 1877 Nez Perce
War. They camped in fresh snow every night until descending to the Lochsa River just eas
here, near present Jerry Johnson Campground.

Mr. Colegate suffered from prostrate troubles and needed a catheter to urinate. But he hatg
the catheter and left it at home, somehow hoping the problem would go away. By the time
reached the riverhe was clearly incapacitatedt the river, they were surprised to meet Jerry
Johnson who the year before had a built a cabin where the campground with his name is n
located. The group camped négrand began to hunt. Both Johnson and their hired guide fro
Spokane warned them that winter was coming, and they might want to get out while they c
The party thought Johnson wanted the hunting to himself and refused to leave. They were
hunters. Fnally, after a few weeks, it was time to leave, but by then it was early November :
when they tried to climb back to the high ridges of the Lolo jutaly found the wayblocked by
snow.

They returned to the river, but by then things were really getting cold in the mountains. The
built a raft to float down river, but it only lasted a day. They decided to go down the river on
foot, but travel was slow and difficult. After a we&kolegate was too weak to trayso they
abandoned him and continued down river. Travel was slow, difficult, and cold. They entere
Black Canyon and used most of an entire one week to go the few miles through it.

Meanwhile, relatives in the outside world had been worried and sent out three search parti
one from Missoula coming from the east over Lolo Pass, one coming from Weippe over the
Trail, and one up the Lochsa River. The Lochsa group met the suNo@sber 229, When
word got out that they had abandoned Colegate without food or a gun, there was public
outrage. The next spring and summer two parties searched for his remains. The camp whe
had been left had flooded sometime during the winter. Finally, eiglhgésrdownriver some
NBYFAya 6SNB F2dzy Rz 02t f SOGSRXE | yR OF NNXR
interred. Look between the highway and the river for a marker.
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Why Did Lewignd Clark Go Hungry When Others Found Plehtgame?

Lewis and Cark crossed the mountains in late September and were following the ridgeline t
north which is 4,000 feet highén elevationthan Colgate Lick#& storm had already brought
snow along the trailMost deer and elk winter on south facing mountain slopes and move do

the ridgeline or in the nortiacing meadows where the hunters searched for food. dienals
were probably mieslope and would not be pushed to the lower elevations until heavy winter
snows drove them down.

We must also recognize that there were fewer animals at that time for a variety of reasons.
in the springdeer and elk were concentratad groupswhere lears, wolves and other prey
animals could easily harvest a large percentage of the neveb&gginning after 19Q@bounty
hdzy G SNE ¢ NI YtRe@rédatory (cofigars, bdars, wolves) that by thel960s the
a3l YSE LiRadiggiloded MBogher help to the game animal populatisere the 1910
fires that burned much of the Bitterroot Mountains. Hugreas had the tree covelisappeared
followed by newbrushthat providedample forage for the game animals. By the 199@sv tree
growth suppressd much of the brushandpopulations havesincecrashed.

as snow increases on the ridge. Lewis and Clark were too late in the year for the animals to

Jerry Johnson Campground
Mile 69.4: 46.4755;114.9056

You may notice that hisiodern campground lacks trees. The trees suffered from a rot in the
tree roots. The Fores$ervice being rather narrotY A Y RS RX RARY QG 4 y i
campers so they cut the trees.

WS NNE  Wabia Was Bea@dihereHewasa prominent player ithe area'sbefore and
after the turn of the 20th centuryHe built his cabin in 1893 and livatithis locationyear

round. His stated purpose was to look for a lost mine near the BlackeMédlchms Peak area to
the north. Hs name surfaces iseveral lost mine storieendhe wasa prominent player in the
George Colgate stolgee above)

Indian Post Office Access Traiintil Doe Creek Road was built in the 1938 primary access
to Jerry Johnson Lookout and ltadianPost Office Lookout was up a trsiarting here This was

another Nimiipuu traithat the miners and Forest Service adopted. The Carlin party came down

this trail in 1893 on their #ated hunting trip. They tried to return up the ridge, but by early
November, the snow was too deep.
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The trail went first to Johnson Lookout, then up the ridge to meet the Forest Service pack
trailt the old BirdTruax trait just east ofindianPost Office. The packer hauling supplies to the
lookout would leave the river in the mornipngnd it was a long day before he got home.

A Continuel.2 miles

Warm Springs Trailhead
70.6 Miles: 46.4746114.8855

Warm Springs is a popular traih addition to some nice hot springs just a half mileheptrail,
the trail accessea large chunk afhe Selway Wildernesand Bear Mountain Lookout, which is
just outsidethe wildernessarea The parking area for stock truck</isnile up the highway on
the riverside.

A Continue2.5 miles

Doe Creek RoadFSH66)
Mile 73.1: 46.4931;114.8580

The streanhere is?2 | dzf QI | f | Y, yiHichré&pladedtl®® SatnedSquaw Creekstill found

on older mapsdust¥2mile from HW 12Doe Creek éadturns left (west) and follows Doe Creek
for about 5 miles to Deep Saddle@P316.5256-114.9289* The left (south) road goes to the
site of Jerry Johnson Lookout, but it fades away before getting there. Insteamhrth and
continue climbing until you reach tHeolo Motorwayat GPS$16.5561 -114.9576.

A Continued.4 miles

Wendover Ridge Traahd Wendover Campground
77.5 Miles46.5109-114.7832

The trailhead and campground are on opposite sides of the highway.

Lewis and Clark were lodthey missed the turoff near Lolo Pass and then climbed a mountain

and dropped back down to the Lochsa River ¢ KS & O Y LBSweIIREnger StatiGtAse Q a

the Lewis and Clarkxpedition moved down théochsa River from Powgthe mountains

began to crowd the rivefFinally, it was necessary to get out of the canyon bottom and climb to

the ridge above where they would firitle correcttrial! 4 G2 RF @ Q& 2yBuca2 GSNJ wA |

follow FS Tra#25 up the ridge.

The vegetation todais quie lush compared to what the expedition encounteréthptain Clark

recorded
GXKSNBE GKS NRIR fSI@Sa GKS NAGSNI G2 GKS f ST
direction to get up the Steep assents & to pass the emence quantity of falling timber

14 Note that there are two Deep Saddlisthis Forest, theother one near Willow Ridge about 20 miles west.
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which had falling from dift. Causes.ifire & wind and has deprived the Greater part
2F OGUKS {2dzikKSNIeé {ARSa 2F (KAa Y2dzylilAy 27F A
T Capt. ClarkSeptember 15, 1806

A Continue0.2 miles

Whitehouse Pond
Miles 77.7:46.509,-114.7796

On the north side of US 12 turnout has kstoricanddahostate interpretive sigs. As the
Corps of DiscovglK S RSR R2 gy G2RI&Q& [ 2 OKa& KootenwigafishN) | y R |
salmon fishing siterivate Whitehouse was the only one to note the pond which today is near

the highway Private2 K A (i S K jdullzal 8f@r@noted things of interest in the area and

provides a different flavor that the other journals that were kept on tiesvis and Clark
ExpeditionHowever, a change in water drainage has nearly erased the pond and the viewpoint

has grown over as if an intentional effort has been made to remove this asstorictourist

attraction.

A Continue0.1 miles

Whitehouse Campground

Mile 77.8:46.5083-114.7783

This is anice campground between the road and the river.
A Continue0.4 miles

Group Dispersed Camping Area
Miles 78.2: 46.5083,114.7706

On the rorth side of the highwaya small roadeadsto a camping and storage area.
A Continue2.9 miles

Powell, Idaho
Mile: 81.1: 46.5139,114.7196

This is anajor, well-marked turrroff from US 12. You will see signage for Lochsa Lodge and
Powell Campground.

Downriver TrailThe construction o0bJS12 removed most of the old downriver traior the
Lewis and ClarBicentennialCommemorationthe Forest Servickuilt anewtrail down to
Wendover RidgeYou can follovthis trail by heading for Powell Campground and limgko
your right (uphill) just before the campground entrance gate.
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Lochsa Lodges the only commercial lodging and restaurant between Lowsdho(MP 99) and
Lolo Hot Springs in Montana. They operate the restaurant-yeand, offer cabins, gas,
grocery, and the gift shopffersa nice collection of books about the area.

[ S6Aa | YR of Septhidb& 44, 1B05R 16 6 SoRKilied Camip is now the site of
the Powell Ranger Statiomhe Corps was vethungerg when they arrived hergCaptain

/ I NJ QaThé drés atithat yirfelofdyear haa salmonand no gamavasto be found So,
they killed a young colt brought along for that purpose, and everyone dined alislbugh the
O2f Q& Yikely&HB didtr@gughiThehorses were herded do the island now
timbered, but it must have been grass covered in 580he original site has been altered to
provide a large, level area for th@geranger station compound.

Salmon and th&KootenaiSalish IndiandJntil the early 1900sthere were significant salmon

runs up the Lochsa River and its tributaries. Lewis and ®lattkremarked on the fishing and
camping sites they found near Powell and just downriver. For the Salish people lipiegamt
Montana, this was their only source shlmonbecause ThompsoraHis on the Clark Fork River
blockedsalmonmigrationd { I f Y2y A& | OSNR aFlrddeé¢ FAAK
nutrients. The trail to this area from Lolo, Montana was probablyttbavily usedrail that

Lewis and Clark followed. TK®otenaiSalish people would have camped here every year for a
considerable length of time. While the men were fishing or huntihg women were cleaning

and drying the fish. But they also would have made trips to berry fields and other food sources
in the nearby mountains.

Grizzly Bearslso depended osalmon. They too, like the Native Americans, had a seasonal
round of places to visit for fogcand he midsummer salmon run was critical to their survival.
In the early 1900<Potlatch Lumber Company built a dam on the Clearwater River near
Lewiston to catch logs delivered to their mill by the river. The dam was small but effective at
stopping the logsUnfortunately,it was also effective at blocking fish passage.

No one thought much abouhe missing salmarBut kater that summey grizzly bears began

coming into the Bitterroot Valley communities of Hamilton and Stevensville. They also came for
livestock.There had not been many bear incidentstil, and there would not be such bear
problems in future yearbecause rost of the bears were killed. It was years before people
connectedthe loss ofsalmon in these streamwith the hungrybears in the Bitterroot Valley.

A Continue0.2 miles
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Parachute Hill Roa@dFS569)
Mile 81.3: 46.5154;114.7153

Parachute Hill Road provides primary access to the east end abtbéMlotorwayand Rocky
Point Lookoutlt is a connector road to access thelo Motorway

A Continuel.4 miles

Side Trip to Rocky Point Lookout

L¥ @2dz ¢l yd G2 32 dzLJ t I N OKdzGiS | Aff w2l
are some minor roads departing, and you pass through a meadow area which usually h
camper. Keep going.

At 4.4 milesFS 565@witchbacks to the right (eastt GPS 46.5673114.7034. You can
continue north on FS 569 to Powell Junction or first go directly Rocky Point Lookout.
1) On FS 569, itis 1.5 miles further to Powell Junction and the Lolo Motorway at G
46.5791,-114.7183.
2) On FS 5650, you can visit Rocky Point Lookout andcbinue to the Lolo
Motorwayt 1.9 miles from the start of FS 5650, GPS 46.578@,.6906.
3) In both cases, refer to the Lolo Trail Driving Tour for details.
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SideTrip to White Sands
Mile 82.7:46.5200-114.6876

Turn ontoFS 1111 2Whiie Sands and Elk SuméniGo southto the two bridgescrossing
Crooled Fork and White San@ot Killed CreekThetwo bridgesare just a%zmile from US
12.The second stream is Colt Killed Creek; named by Lewis and Clark lmet805ehey
killed a young horse for food when they campea milesdownstream The stream was
rey YSR G2 KAGS {IyRaé¢ [/ NBS|T Ay GKS SI NIe&
Board of Geographidames in the 1990sturned to the Lewis and Clark narh805 name.
Just below the bridgeshe two streams merge and become the Lochsa River. The disting
white sands you find in the streambed comes from the white granitic formation that form
the Idaho Batholith the heart of the mountain range to the east.

Lewis and Clark TraiGP$16.5091 -114.6811FS Tail #56 starts between the two bridges
and you can follow it back between the two creeks until it begins to climb the mounttin
about 46.5657-114.8). This trailis likelya Forest Service adoption of an old Indigail and
is probably what_ewis and Clarollowed. The trail received heavy use from tK@otenai
SalishPeopleto gathersalmon alongoresentLochsa RivelVhen the trail enters cedar
grove look for trees where the bark was axet across the bottom and thmepeeled, or
ripped up, leaving a scavith a flat bottom and pointed topThinkaboutthe women heading
up the mountain to pick huckleberries to accompany the salmon their men caught in the
river. They needed a basket to hold the berries, so they stopped at a likely tree, ripped ¢
some cedar bark and wove it into a basket as their horse took them up the hill to the be
fields.

Note: A trip to the bridge oveiColt Killed Crealwill add about 2.5 miles to your overall tri
length.

A Return tohighway andcontinue east to the next stop

-31-



Chapter2t Kooskia to Lolo vidS 12

DeVotoGrove
Mile 84.3: 46.5811-114.6108

Dr. Bernard DeVoto (1891955) was an American historian, conservationist, and wries.

book, The Journals of Lewis and Clarktill one of the best singleolume overviews of the
expeditionperhapsbested only byrhe Lewis and Clark Expedition Day by lyar. Moulton
(2018). When DeVoto was writing his book, he spent considerable time working and editing at
this grove now named for him.

A Continuel.6 miles

SideTrip: Shotgun Creek RogBS109)
Mile 85.9:46.5763,-114.623

Shotgun Creek Rod&S 109)urns off US 12pposite alarge chairup area on the river
side of the highway.

Main Trail Crossing\bout 2.5 miles north on this roagiou cross a ridgeling&sP$46.5888 -
114.6087. The Indian trail Lewis and Clark were following came down this ridgeline to
point in the creek below, crossed the creakd then climbed out and up the ridge on the
other side. If you look over the hillsigdieis difficult to follow the old Forest Service trall
because it is heavily used by elk switidcking down to the creek for water. In tAi877
Ward2YS 2F DSYSNIf | 2samoNIR Beécreekahdriot ha@idgdzi a
fishing gig, started shooting at the fish. Troops farther behind, thinking the Nez Perce
making a reaguard action spurred their horses to jdime battle. They all ended up
spending a very uncomfortable night on the gravel bar which was not big enough for
everyone and their horses.

FolowFS 100l Yy I NN g NRO1 & NRIFIR G2 daLYYLl YL
the Lolo Motorway about 10 miles. From there it is about 1 mile east to Powell junction
and 5 more miles to Rocky Point Lookout.

A Continue0.7 miles
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Side Trip: Brushy Fork and Beaver Ridge
Mile 86.6: 4.5812 -114.6107

From US 12, turn south at the east (upper end) of the US 12 bridge over Crooked Fork C
Follow the road to the mouth of Brushy Fork. The Lewis and Clark Expedition and Koote
Salish crossed here to get from one ridge to the next on their way todblesia River fishery.
The climb up Beaver Ridge from here gains 1,800 feet before dropping down to the Loch

Today it is so easy to travel down Crooked Forkidil2 that it is difficult to imagine just how
thick and impregnable the canyon bottom would have b@60 years agdowred logs,

beaver damsand incredibly thick brusmade travel impossiblaViththeL Y RA I y Q&
going in direct line, you can be suteere would have been a trail down the creek if passage
was feasible.

If desired, you can continue to FS 5670 (Pack Creek Road) to reach Packer Meadows at
PassThis leftfork takes a bridge over the Brushy Farid continues up the Pack Creek
drainage to Packer Meadows. The right forB5E673 goes around Beaver RidgeColt Killed
Creek Neither road follows the ridgelines usbkg Lewis and Clark ¢ihhe Kootenai Salish
people on their annual salmon fishing trek.

A Continuel.5 miles

Interpretive Sign Turnout
Mile 88.1:46.5957 -114.5999

From here, you cambk west across and up Rocky Point Lookowndthen look down at
Crooked ForkOnthe[ S6A & | Yy R / f retiNd trip®iEJud® BRI 1B06 2ityvesdraining as
they climbed up past this point. On the west bound trip, they remained on the ridge above and
later descended south to Brushy Fork, cliagst just above its mouth anthen climbing 1,800
FSSG G2 2RI &hadhen f@llowsdtin ridge Bodn$to the junction of Colt Killed
and Crooked Fork Creeks which today form the Lochsa River.

If you want to look for old trail or to climb to the point where the Corps missed the tff;rgo

down the highway to thdarge cutbankand climb the bank to the side ridge abo¥®llow it up

to the main ridgelinelt was along this stretch of trail th&éhe contracting firm of Wellington

Bird/ Truax ran out of money and quit building in 1866e Forest Service reopened the trail

after 1900 and used it to service Rocky Point Lookout until a road was built to the lookout in the
CCC era.

A Continue 3.0 miles
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Lolo Pass Visitor Center
Mile 91.1: 46.6353,114.5803

The centemprovides restrooms, excellent interpretation of the Lolo Travel Corridor, and often
staffed by a knowledgeable rangdfor manythe relief map of this part of the mountairs the
highlight You can run your fingers over the jagged ridges and the streams and valleys. There
are several outside exhibits relating to the use of the Lolo Trail.

Packer Meadowss one of the premier stops along the Lewis and Clark Trail, especially when
the camas are bloomirtgtypically in June. A short drive dowA$373from just north of the

Visitor Center quickly becomes a gravel rdadllow it east past the junction withS5670. Keep
left to reachthe meadowsThe nterpretive sigrfor the meadowis at46.6329-114.5540.

On theLewis and Clark 18065 G dzZN}/ G NRA LI | ff GKS 22dzNy Il fAadGa
the fine grazingThey stopped for lunch and to graze their horséisthis poin, they had used

up the preserved food they had carried from Kamiah and Weipp&unately, he hunters

brought in several deer that morning. The meadows provided food for both people and for

stock The good grasses for stock grazing were quite a relief from the unpaldtebitgrass

found in most of the Bitterroot Mountains

For peoplethe meadows suppliedamas bulbs as well as meat from deer and klkhe 1800s

the meadows would have been much larger than what we see due to frequent fires that ran
through the meadow later in the summer when soil moisture dropped and many of the grasses
were dry and flammableSince the camas is a high moisture pléntoo dies backbut the fires
R2yQd AYLI OG0 (GKS dzyRSNHNRdzyR o0dzZ 6a® | 26SOSNE
andthe camas fields would haxmeensignificantly largewith much larger bulbs than today

Lewis and Clarkampsiteinterpretation (Idaho Parks¥soing wesbn FS5670(Pack Creek
Road, there isa newer interpretive areabout %2 mile down the road d6.6276-114.5759 It
was installed as part of an agreement with Plum Creek Timber to preserve Packer Meadows.

Lewis and Clarkampsite (Spaceontinue a short distance down FS 5670 until you reach an
old-style, wooden Forest Service sign for Glade Creek Cam16.6329 -14.5758. A short,
usermade trail takes yodown to{ LJ} OS Q& cadigRred? Thé&damp has been called
GDf I RS / NISPateas/pérCapthindCEu® journal:

XS FStft 2y I {YFIff [/ NBS]T FNRBY GKS STl 6KA
which %2 mile wide, we proceeded down this Creek about 2 miles to where the
Y2dzy il Aya /f2aSR 2y SAGKSNI {ARS ONRaaAy3a GKS
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Packer Meadows and Glade Creek Camp

Three possible locations for the Lewis and Clark Campsite near Lolo Pass.

1910;1930s erarail Not far from the Space campsite is the junction of an old Forest Service

GNF Af® hyS F2N] 6Syld R2gy (G2RIFeQa tlF Ol [/ NBS|
ONRP&&SR 20SNJ GKS NAR3IS G2 GKS 6Sads RNRLIISR R
Rocly Point Lookoutln short, it was the old Indian trailfollowed byLewis and Clarkbut

rebuilt with steel toolsIt was not until the 1930s that there was road access to Powell.

Unfortunately, west oFS567(Q the privatelandwas loggedand trail traces were obliterated.

Themissedturn Onthe morning of September 14, 1805, the Corps followed a trail up to the
ridgehereand then followedt down to mouth of Brushy ForlSomewhere on that ridgeline,

(about 46.5977-114.5893) they missed thernéi 2 (0 KS 6Sad 6KAOK RNERLILISR
Crooked Fork, crossed it, and then climbed the ridge to the \Wiéss$ turn was the correct Lolo

Trail. Their Lemhi Shoshone guide, Toby, would have likely been headed to the Lochsa Fishery
whenever he traveled this way, so the expedition went the way he knew. On the return trip,

they followed the Lolo Trail as traveledby the Nimiipua avoiding this strenuous detour.

-35-



Chapter2t Kooskia to Lolo vidS 12

Lewis and Clark (red) wsee-Me-PooTrail (blue)

This view looksaaith with Lolo Pass Visitor Center in lower I&tie original Lolo Trail is shown in blue. It cre€geoked Fork

and climbs up to Rocky Ridge. The 1805 Lewis and Clark route is shown in red. It drops down to Brushy Fork, ascends Beaver
Ridge, and then descends to the Lochsa. To return to the Lolo TraRath®yclimb Wendover Ridge, so steep that some

horses fell backwards.

Findingthe dMissedTurne today Near the interpretive sign oRS5670 look on the uphill side

for the grown-over remains of a roathear 46.6233-114.5774) A 1-mile or sohike on the old

roadbedtakes you to a small saddle in the ridgepect brush and fallen timber to be in the
way.Somewhere near herél KS aYA&daSR NI Afé OFYS dzLJ FNRY /|
peoplecan findremains of trail in this area, but much of the ground has been logged.

A From the Lolo Pass Visitor's Centamtinueeast onUS 1Zor 6.0 miles
Lee Creek TrailheaghdInterpretive Signs
Mile 97.1: 46.70625114.5375

Thisis a natural starting plader hikers and horsemen following the two National Historic
Trails which pass by here. The trail out of the campground climbs up the ridgeline route to
Packer MeadowsThere is also a small campground here.

A Continue 1.4 miles
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Lolo Hot Springs
Mile 98.5: 46.72.52,114.5324

Lolo Hot $ringshave long beem natural stopping place for travelers, aedrlyvisitors had

RFYYSR GKS g1 NY gFGSNI F2N) 6 0 KAy I datfirstedildd / £ I N.
not bare it in a SecoridSeveral men drank the water and washed up aTieirjournals

NB O2 NR {tKtheiti ShashoRedgaidacquired inpresentSalmonldahor had not been

over the trail in 20 years. When they were leaving the hot springs, he missed the trail and led

them on a diversion to the north before the captains figured out the correct route.

A Continue 2.1 miles

Highway Maintenance Station
Mile 100.6:46.752, -114.5132

Between here and the next stopHoward Creek the trailthat Lewis and Clark followed was
high up on the ridge to the north of US 12. Westbound on evening of Septembertth895,
descended to the valley bottomear the maintenance station and camped just as the light
faded The station is not open to the public and avidence of the camp has been found.

A Continue5.4miles

Howard Creek Trailhead
Mile 106:46.7727 -114.4393

The trail going west from Howard Creelay be one of the more significant and interesting
pieces of trail in the whole systerdust off US 12 oRS 238Howard Creekas not only a
trailhead, but interpretation, parking, and picnic tables

Anoldi N* Af Of AYyoa GKS KAff (G2 GKS ¢Sado LGQA
the trail works its wayvestabove Lolo Creelt takes you into a big opeponderosapine

stand.This trailA 214 & NJ .dhkid, thetusers were the Native Americans who pioneered this

route over the mountains. The Kootenai Salisled it to go to the Lochsa fishery, atie

Nimiipuuused it to hunt lnffalo and to trade.

The wagon road between Lolo and Lolo Hot Springs was built by 1899. When the Forest Service
was established in this area after 1900, they had no need to use the original trail up on the
ridge. This leaves us with an original trailever maintained by anyompany or agency.

A Continue 3.1 miles
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Lolo Creek Campgrourashd Picnic Area
Mile 109.1: 46.7759,114.3827

With anicecampgroundand picnic area just across Lolo Creek, this is another nice place to
rest

A Continue4.9miles

Fort Fizzle
Mile 114: 46.7463:114.1732

In the 1877Nez Perc&Var, the seven nortreaty bands fleeing their homelasdh Oregon,
Washingtonand ldaho thought they were leaving the war behind when they headed east. The
Army chasing them had telegraphed ahead to Fort Missoditaming them that the Nez Perce
were headed over the Lolo Trail. A small detachment of men from Fort Missmddo block

the fleeing Nez Perce by buildindparricadeacross the traillt was quite a shock to the
Nimiipuupeople when they encountered them. The advance guard stopped for a bit while all
the Nez Perce climbed the ridgeline to the north and bypassedltekade Most of the

soldiers and volunteer civilians were quite relieved to avoid a fight and nicknamed the place
GC2NJé CATTES

A Continue4.2 miles
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Travele@ ResStatePark
Mile 118.2:46.7568-114.0894

Traveler§Resthas long been campsiter travelers Westbound sojourners needed get
ready for the mountains and eastboumtichvelers needed twecover from their encounters
Today this MontanaState Parlpresents thehistory of the site angbrovidesa good
introduction to the Lolo Trail.

Traveled Rest is one of the few camp sites that the Lewis and Clark expedition reamdezhe

of the few we can reliably locate toda&s you follow the Lolo Traihost camps have names

given byvariousauthors and many camps have multiple names.NHzS &1 A A G2 NR | yaé |
FiO GKA& yIFYAYy3 LINI Od Re®$ ¢ QEiK NS YISoibeSADIRE HiSEH d Y dz
remember a name.

A Continue 0.3 miles

US Highway 93
Mile 118.5: 46.7568,114.0822

You are now within the commercial district of Lolo, Montahhe traveler can head north to
ahdazdzZ Iz az2ydlyl FyR F2ftt2g GKS NBad 2F (KS
Clark Pass on Montana State 200. After that, the Great Falls of the Missouri await. You can head

south and retrace the route of thexgedition through the Bitterroot Valley, the Lemhi River
Valley, and cross the Continental Divide at Lemhi Pass.

A Tourends here
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Chapter 3

[ 2f2 CNIYAf 5NANOG)

West End oftie Lolo Motorway

INDIAN ™/

This is an imagom the Clearwater National Forest nafa necessary tool for finding your way around the forest.
Blue: Access from US 12 via Greer and Weippe, Idaho (HW 11 and county roads)

Black: Access from US 12 via Kamiah, ldaho

Red:Westend of theLolo Motorway

z

Thistour followsi KS f SASYRINE a[ 2f2 az2i2N¥Bleé¢ Y2adad 27

| AGAE ALY [ 2yaSNBIFGA2Y [/ 2 NLJA MbsyoRthikrbad gfa@dly 0 SSy A
follows a Nimiipuu route to the buffalo country beyond the Continental Divide. It winds among

the dividing ridge north of the Lochsa River and south of the North Fork Clearwater draiftage.

is a narrow, rockyanddusty dirt road except when it is muddy and slippeyr covered in

deep snow Highclearance vehicles with tough tires are important.

Two Access Options

Highway11 via Greer and Weipp8even miles east of Orofinturn north fromUS 12nto
Idaho State Highway 11 @reer.After passing through this small communitiyge Greer Grade
climbssteeplyto the Weippe Prairiavith several hairpin turns
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Continue on HW 11 t@/eippe In town, the highway makes a sharp turn to the north. Go
straightt east on Pierce Streethe road leaves town, turns to gravel, and becomes Musselshell
Road. Te gravel road turns north up a nice meadow before turning east again and climbing
over a ridge. After another few miles it opens into a new meadow, passes some homes, and
comes to a paved roadPierceKamiah Roa@FS100). Continue on the pawéroad which turns
south and follows Lolo Cree®opast thejunctionwith FS 50@nd continue to the large

Pheasant Cammterpretive sign'You have reached the beginning of our story.

FS 100 fronKamiahAt the east end oKamiahcross the river on US 12 and tdgtt at the end
of the bridga Mill Road FollowMill Roaddownriver (west) about 0.5 mileendthenright on
Glenwood Radt the first major road angometimes calledomTaha Follow this paved road
alongits many twisting mils. GoogleMapslabels this road botlGlenwood and Beaverslide
but it eventually becomes FS 100hen you reach the Pheasant Camierpretive signon the
left, you havereached thestart of our story.

Pheasant Camp
Mile 0: 46.2888;115.758

The Pheasant Camp interpretive sign has aquiloverlooking Lolo Cregtdaho)and the
Pheasant Camp sit&#he westbound main partyLewis)camped hereSeptember 21, 180%n
their 1806 return, they stopped here for lunch.

Pheasant Camp

Lolo Creek:Campground 4
Sand Picnic Area

:A
Pheasant
Camp

Campsite ofthe main partySeptember 21, 1805.
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In 1805,Lewis was having a bad day; the horses had strayed the previous night and it was 11
am before they got them collected, packed, and started travelingLewis's journal records:
XS 1AfftSR I FS¢ t KSI awhihitdgatherwittiRtheL {1 Af f SR |
balance of our horse beef and some crawfish which we obtained in the creek enabled
dza G2 YI 1S 2yS Y2NB KSINIe YSIHts y20 ({y26AY:
find myself growing weak for the want of food and most of the mengain of a
AAYAT I NJ RSFTAOASYyOeé FyR KI @S FrttSy 2FF @OSNE
The next morningthe expeditionclimbed the steep ridge above Pheasant Camg in two
milesYSG 2yS 2F /| LGP [/ f witNdriedSainfornydirodtblfodthew S dzo Ay C )
Nimiipuuvillages & G2 RIF &8 Q& 2 SA LJJIS

The trail Lewis and Clark followed from this camp to Weippe crosses private land and the
landowners are not eagdo see peoplevander across their lands.

A Continuenorth on FS 100 0.5 miles
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Lewis anddark Trailhead(Trail 25)
46.2953-115.7489

Western Edge of the Clearwater National Forest
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The Lewis and Clark line on the map is the Forest Service trail that followed a Nimiipuu trail in the early 1900s. Rélsidrcher
it might have moved over the century between Lewis and Clark passage and the arrival of the Forest Service. Theiteoad red |
is one possible route.

About 100 yards nortlf the FS 50Qunction,look for aninterpretive sigh andconcrete toilet
This is also th&ailhead for the Lewis and Clark Trditail 25Thetrail comes from Lewis and
Clark Grove a Nimiipuu(Nez Percelrail adopted by the Forest Service in the early 1900s.
Recent researchers believe the trail came across a little further northtf&eabove figure and
the discussion at Lewis and Clark Grove below.

Access to Pheasant Candpst a bit north and across the road from the trailheadais a
bridge across Lolo Creek. If you want to visit the campsite of SeptemBigioRIcan cross the
bridge and work your way down the creek an old road

A Return to the junction of FS 500
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FS 50@The Lolo Motorway)
46.2949,-115.7491

This starts the many mileslong theLolo Motorway.The first few miles othe road are along
Edorado Creek while thé&ail that Lewis and Clarfollowed mostly follows a lowidgelineto
the north of this roadThe trail does come down and follow the creek in its upper reaches.
After a dozen mileghe road leaves the valley bottom and climbs to a nestiuth ridgeline to
Canyon Junction. At Canyon Junctitre road turns north and becomes a classic first
generation road. That is,singlelaneroad with little drainage and the natural ground as
surfacing

A If continuing toSmall Prairi€€amp, continue eastbound on FS 500#4@& miles.
A If taking the Lewis and Clark Side Trip, continue eastbound on FS 500 for 1.1 miles.
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Lewis and Clark Grove (side trip)

While traveling east on the Lolo Motorway, turn north (left) onto FS 120641902 -
115.7309 Continue north for about 1.2 miles anoldk for an interpretive sign and
concrete toilet on east side of the road 46.2990;115.7245

Atrail is just a few hundred feet before (south of) the toilet. In 180&rk was traveling
with a few hunters ahead of the maparty and may haveamped here Sepimber19,
1805 The main party witl.ewispassed byn Sepember21st. In recent yearssome
researchers think the trail was abotmile north.

The reconstructed Lewis and Clark hiking trail crosses the road here and you can follg
trail in both directions. To the west is a short trail of about two miles to the trailhead ne
Bradford Bridge. To the east the trail crosses Cedar Cechelbs along a low ridgelinend
crosses (FS 5124) before dropping back dawthe 500 Motorway near Small Prairie
Campon Eldorado Creek

Inthe 1960sg 2 NR 3I20 2dzi GKIFG a2YS2yS KIFIR T2
Spacechecked and sure enoughe founda carveddWm Clark on a tree.But was it real?
After a bit of time someone came in and confessed to a prank.

Lewis and Clark Grovehangeaviany of the trees in this area were Western White Pine
(Pinus monticolpwhich until recently grew in huge stands in the Northern Rocky
Mountains. WesternWhite Pine has an even graendis ideal for carving, pattern making
and furniture construction. It issed to make plywood, veneer, baxavooden matches,
andinterior millwork

Unfortunately,white pineis susceptible to blister rust, a disease introduced to North
America in the late 1890s. By the 1930s, the disease was killing whole stands of the t
and no control had been found. A research program on growing disease resistant tree
started butwith trees it takes decadeto see theresults. After WW/|Imost landowners
including the Forest Service concluded the only practical way to deal with the issue w.
salvage the trees before they died or burned in massive fires. Consequently, huge sta
gSNBE f 233SR Ay Thikesargnogepwasikept tgHowcHsehe dady giant
white pine in the areaUnfortunately, most these trees have succumbed to blister rust,
and are falling as their roots deteriorate aate unable to hold them up.

A Return toFS500 and continueastfor 6.2 miles
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Small Prairie Camp
46.2862-115.6623

On June 15, 1806, the expeditiogachedthis spotin one rainy da\g ridefrom Weippe All the
journalsts tell of fallen timbemand other annoyances of the trav&apt. Lewis wrote:

GXGKS FLEftSy GAYOSNIAY |RRAGAZY (G2 GKS af ALl
extremely laborious on our horsés

A Continue 1.3 miles

Salmon Trout Camp
46.2979,115.6458

In 1806, the expedition camped heoa the nights of Jund8¢20. The Corps had braved the
mountains and retreated to this spot to wait for the snows to melt &mdNimiipuuguides to
join them. Finallyon the 2F, they were running out of meandreturned toQuawmash
flattsét presentWeippe Idaha The quandary they faced in giving up crossing the mountains
for another unknown period of time takes up considble space in their journalsto fully
understand their dilemma, go to tharea in a wet spring day, sit down against a tree, ignore
the mosquitos, and think about where they had been and what was ahead of them.

The decision to return and not to force a crossing over the mountaiag be one of the more
important decisions on the whole expeditiodad they continuegthey might not have survived
the crossingOn June 26 and 27hey tried again but with help from Nimiipuu guid&ath
these days were 'hard march' days as the guides had a goal for each night. Both camps were
without snow, butthey traveled on snow of significant deptluring each dayThe journals
record the snow between camps and the inability to find the blazes that they had made on the
way west. Capt. Clark recorded:

GXGKS YINJ SR GNBSa 2y 6KAOK ¢S KIR LXFOSR [/ 2

and more difficulet to find than we had apprehend&tiose Indians are most

admirable pilots; we find the road wherever the Snow has disappeared tho it be only

for a few paces.

T June 27, 1806

A Continue0.2 miles
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Full StomaclCampsite vidrail25 (hike)

46.2994-115.6452

At Eldorado Creek Bridgéhe Lolo Motorway makea 90° bendwhile FS 524ontinues along

the creek.Here, Trail 25 can be accesdedhe area the main party camped westbound in
1805.¢ KS LINB QDA 2dza RI &3 Killedibig Borse dnd Mifig@ & a Kedzprithe NA
main expedition to findThe main partyith Capt. Lewis found the horse, ate some, and
brought the rest with them

ain the evening we encamped on a ridge where ther was but little grass for our
horses, and at a distance from water. however we obtained as much as served our
culinary purposes and suped on our b&ef.

T Meriwether Lewis, September 20, 1805

From this story, Ralph Space named both Horsesteak Meadow and Full Stomach Catap. Due
the lack of a knowledgeable guideé wasbad campsiteWhen they finally camped, they dined
well, about the only thing that went right that night.

The trailclimbsnortheast about 3 miles following a ridge. It was never a good trail and has
received little maintenance in recent years. The upper end is about one and a half miles north
of Canyon Junction odlotorway. The actuabFull Stomachcampsite is unmarkednd about
halfway up the trail. Annterpretive sign for Full Stomach Camp is located on FS 586. (

below)

A Continuel.6 miles
Full Stomach Camp Interpretive Sign
46.3226- 115.6172

As the Lolo Motorway climbs from Salmon Trout Camp to Canyon Junction, there is a large
interpretive signabout Full Stomach Camporthe story and trail to the actual area they
camped, seéfull Stomach Campsite viaail25¢ above

A Continue 1.7 miles

Canyon Junction
46.3204-115.6025

This is aife-way junctionwith severalworthwhile interpretive signs. One road is the entrance
to the primitive section of the Lolo Motorwayl he five roads are

FS 500West This is the lodnaul standard portion of the western Lolo Motorway. It retutos
Eldorado Creeknd ends at FS 100 which connect®eippeand Kamiah.

FS 50M0orth Thisisthe primitive d_olo Motorway that travels througtthe Lolo Corridorand
theNBIF R GKAA (2dzNJ F2ff26ad ¢KS N&itraace 16 tha kol {
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Trail is that the road you were on has been rebuilt for log truck hauling. Motorways designate a
road designed to be traveled at slow speedsom 5 to 10mph. From herethe Lolo Motorway
remains true to itoriginal standard. That is, just the top of the groumdsscraped off to form

a roadbedMaintenance consistof agrader blading the road every few years. There have been

a few loads of rock to fill a mud hole or a backhoe might have dug a ditch to drain a muddy
patch, but for the most part, it iavery slowgoingroadS & LISOA I ft £ @8 6 KSNB (KS
rocks lay exposedost pickup and SUV drivers plan on speeds between 5 to 10 miles per hour.

FS 48FastThis is an old travel routenow a road to Fish CreeButte with a couple of trails
that drop down to Fish Creek.

FS 564 EastHalf a mile down this roas the trailheador Trail#224which drops down td-ish
Creek Meadows and the upper reaches of Fish Cieall#230from Fish Creek Meadows to
Boundary Ridge is difficult to folloySeedVisiting Fish Creélbelow)

FS101 SouthAlso named Fish Creek Road, thishagl standard road takes yda US12 near
the community of Syringa.

A Continue on FS 500, the Lolo Motorwéyr, 2.6 miles

Visiting Fish Creek

Two points provide the quickest and easiest access to Fish :Qreelat its source and the
other near its confluence with the Lochsa River. A trail runs between the two points.

SourceEast of Canyon Junctiorabout 1.5 mileon FS5547t Trail#224 is a short drop to Fisk
Creek Meadows. In the 1920s, there was a Ranger Station in meadows. By themmagh
have been located where the trail came down from the ridgeline to the west. The trail that
follows the creek tats mouthhas not been maintained in the center portion for close to a
century.

Mouth FS 462 leavddS 12 along the Lochsa Riee#d6.3336,-115.34@!. Thatroad endsat
the head of Trai#224Q The trail is maintained as far as the mouth of Hungery Ciaelkt
continues up Fish Creek to the trail coming dowrrish CreelkMeadows.
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Lewis and Clark Tra&lrossing
46.3430,-115.6094

About 2.6 miles from Canyon Junctj@nsmall sign marks the trailnead for T¢#b. This is the
segment that startst Eldorado CreeBridge.

Most researcherghink that the expedition came out dfish Creelnd crossed the ridgeline
near this point. Expedition journals record they came up and out of Fish Creek and traces of
ancient traildescending to Fish Credkeadows have been found, but after thalere is little
agreement.

How the expedition reached this point from Bald Mountain three days earlier is open to debate.
(SeeAppendixdTheHungery Creek QuestionThis is thedwestpoint onthis north-south

ridgeline, sahe Nimiipuuwould have known that this area would have the lesisbw. From

here they dropped down into Fish Crefek early springravel east.To continue that thought

there was an Indian Trail down Fish Creek to the LochsatRatevas adopted by early Forest
Service Rangers and shows on early Forest Service maps.

A Continue 3.3 miles

Boundary Junction
46.3854,115.5844

Early accest® this campsitewvas trail fromAustin Ridge Lookout which is still in uSae trail
passe& nearaspringhere that provides good water all summeéior this reason, this has served
asa base camp for those needing to spend time in the arealvilian ConservationCorps
(CCCgrew was based here to build the Boundary Ridge Rioatcheads east from here&ince
they had heavy equipment, they made some flat spots for their tents which you can still find
just over the west side of the ridgin 2015 afire burned through this area killing the timber.
Heavy brush followed, changing the appearance from the CCC days.

Note that some early maps name this Pete Forks Campground which today is about 2.5 miles
east

A Continueon the Lolo Motorwayd.5miles
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Side Trips to Hungery and Fish Creeks

Boundary Ridge Roa(F$485) This road follows the ridgeline east between Fish and
Hungery Creekst was intended to drop down the mouth of Hungery Creek and
then down Fish Creek to the Lochsa River &odhsa Historic Statiofiough terrain
stopped it near Boundary Peakccess to Horsesteak Meadow is located on this
road as is a trail to Fish Creek Meadows.

Trail 230 to Fish Creef6.3714-115.5789. Te trail south into Fish Creek is an old
Indian trail upgraded by the Forest Seryittet receives little maintenancbut is
not difficult to follow. Trail researcher StevRussell believethat Lewis and Clark
came upfrom Hungery Creekere, andthat theythen descended to Fish Creek
Meadowsalong this route.

Hungery CreeRrail 69(4 miles from Boundary Junction$.3717 -115.5409From

the Windy Saddlethe trail drops dowrsteeplyand crosses Hungery Creglo

bridge) It thentraverses Horsesteak MeadoWNote that Hungery Creek is one of

two east flowing streams in this areldjoins Fish Creek just about 3 miles above
CAAK [/ NB8S1Qa Y2dziK 2y (i KSHdsestedkdMeadowpr &S
the trail can be hard to follow due to fires and blowdowhsJune, the mosquitoes

are fierce.

Lewis and Clark Campsitdbere are five unmarked campsiteslongHungery Creek
but the trailst shown on old Forest Service mapare not maintained and brushed
over. It is not recommended that anyone try to hike to these sites
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Pete Forks Junction
46.4153-115.5566

At Pete Forks, FS 500 and FS 104 form an important junction. This is toktleisdoook'’s
oWestern NeeMe-Poo Trad tour. FS 104 alsprovidesthe quickest accessor escape to
Musselshell Meadows.

Pete Forks has long beermpapular camping aredut the 2015 firethat killed the trees on the
east side of thesaddlehas lessened its popularit¢ K S NBE A & pityoiletin thedrde§ dzS ¢
on the west side which &ill in service. The road junction is in a saddle just north of a small
knob that held a series of events.

Quickescapelust one mileweston FS 104 Beaverdam Saddland the junction withFS103, a
well-engineered loghaul road that will take yod8 milesback toFS100.

A Continueon the Lolo Motorwayl.5 miles

Gass Creek Overlook
46.4306,-115.5410

The Gass Crealverlook gives the Motorway traveler a glimpse of the Lewis and Clark Trail far
below.Gass Creek headwaters are below Rocky Ratgethe stream flows south to Hungery
Creek.The creek wasamed by Ranger Hartigochsa District 1943967, for Sergeant Gass of
the Lewis and Clark Expeditighlarge interpretive sign provides context and orientation.

A Continue 16 miles

Rocky Ridge Lookout Site
46.4158-115.5572

A few miles past the Gass Creek overldbk road runs along the edge of a nearly flat ridge.
Pasghrough a small saddihat swings to the south side of the ridged look forevidence of
an old road or trail continuing up the center of the ridgkark in the saddland then hike the
short2mile to the site.

The bokouthas beerremoved, butthis spot provides an excellent viewpoint of thestern

end of Lolo Trail CorridoT.o the west ishe highprairie country around Weippe and the
Columbia Basinlo the north is the North Fork Clearwater River with peaks of the Mallard
Larkin Pioneer Area forming an impressive backdrogpking east you can follow the dividing
ridgeline to Sherman PeakKo thesouth are the headwaters of Hungery Creek, and across the
Lochsa Rivethe Selway Craigs in the SelwBiterroot Wilderness dominate the skylin8now
hangs in the Craigs until late summer.

A Continuel.3 miles
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Rocky Ridge Lake Viewpoint
46.4407-115.4983

A short¥amile trailtakes you to a view dRocky Ridge Lakithe distanceLittle Weitas Butte
stands out. Bring your camera!

LostCannorball In the late 1980sthe Forest Service received a letter from a man in New
Mexico who had worked on the Musselshell Distriearrthe end of WWI, or at least before
1920. He had been one of two men assigned to be the Rocky Point Lookout. There was no
tower, just a platform that held a fire finder and a ground return phone. They lived in alyear
tent. In those yearghere were sheep grazing along the Lolo Trail and a lot of traffic supporting
the miners, sheepherders, and travelers living summers in the mount@msdiversion from
lookout duties was to hike over the Rocky Ridge Lake viewpoantd lookto see who their
neighbors were. They began to speculate as to just hovp dee lake was. One cloudy day with
nothing to dq theyhiked down to the lake antb build araft. They gathered logs from around
the lake and wired them together with phone wire. Once htiiley paddled out into the lake
and tied a cannonball left behind by ti877Army to a wire and lowered it into the lake to
check the depth¢ K S & r&eyit@rihe depth because about the, the raft started coming
apart andat least one of thenctould not swimThe wire and cannonball wedropped andall
attention was given tgetting back to shore. Alas, today we wonder what happened to the
cannonbalt and any others left behind during the Nez Perce War.

A Continue0.8miles

Rocky Ridge Lake Campground
46.4382,115.4912

At scenic RogkRidge Lake, you will find tlanly formal campground alonghe Lolo Motorway
Fire rings and picnic tables define each campsite, and a modern pit toilet is prolideihg for
some people is good, but not reliabl€he sits are large enough for smaller trailers, but towing
one in cannot be recommended due to the narrowness of FS 500.

A Continue0.1miles
FS557to Weitas Butte
46.4386,-115.4891

At the end ofFS 557 (about 4 mildsom the Motarway), there is a classic talfoodenlookout
tower. At one time it was for rent, but time and the elements made some parts unsafeéhe
time of this writing, there is ntimeline for reopeningthisdzy A I dzS a Ol 6 AY AY 622 R

A Continueon the Lolo Motorwayl.5 miles
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Weitas Meadows
46.4351-115.4831

Turn off the roadtypically signednd go south to the meadaa SRRISNe@ke-Poo
Trailskirts the northern (lower) edge of the meadows on a bridfgewis and Clark never came
through here.)After the bugs dirmish in late Julythere is ggod camping along the west side of
the meadow, so this spot has seen lots of visitors over the y&aosn the early years into the
1940s the Forest Service hadranger station just a bit west of the meadowhere are still

some artifacts hidden in the brushihe remains of two wooden causeways across the meadows
have beenfounl I a ¢Sff Fa | GK2tS Ay (GKS 3INRdzyRE
Qvilian ConservationCorps (CCQ@amp. In the 193Q¢he CCGet up camps fofire crews, trail
maintenanceandroad construction

Naming WeitagOriginally it wasa 2 S\a aMeadowsas there is much soggy grouhdret
especially after a lot of horsdraveled through the bottomsHowever, he map makers could

not be that politically incorrect, so they added ttie ¢ | YR NB Y. Ri@&SdRssBRY S a &
irreverentbackwoods name.

A Continue2.4miles
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Green Saddle
46.4162-115.4559

Green Saddle is another goodmpsite andone researchethinksthe Lewis and Clark
Expedition droppd down to Hungery Creek from nearby Bowl Bufbe NeeMe-Poo Trail
was on the south side of the road, natad building movedt to the east for about ondalf
mile. Look for a National Historic Trail signpost on the upper side of the &sssdlso the map
below.

Green Saddle
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The blue linabove approximates aold Nimiipuutrail that descends into Hungery Creek. The yellow line iprésentlocation
of theNeeMe-PooTrai Notice itcrosseshe road at the ridge and is below the roadtil Deep Saddlélder Forest Service
maps incorrectly show the trail on the other side of loéoMotorway.

A Continuel.5miles

Nee-Me-PooTrail Oossing
46.4291,115.4242

TheNee-Me-Pootrail drops below the road until reaching Deep Saddle ahead.
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Deep Saddle
46.4155,:115.4122

Below the road, there is aice campsitevith aspringthat provides cool wateyearround. The
Nee-Me-Pootrail passes througkthe camp.The trail just to the east passdwough a wet area
with a profusion of flower® dzo 6 Raigland Traik by some volunteer trail workensho
maintain this section of trail.

A Continue0.6 miles

Willow Ridge Trail
46.4243:115.3901

Willow Ridge
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Many Forest Service maps show a hiking trail descending from Willow Ridge to HungerysGosek in red above. This is
actually anold, unmaintained Nimiipuu trail that Lewis and Clark may have used. It is no longer a hiking trail although this
editor had no problem following it as far as Cache Mountain. Hiking further south cannot be recommended.

The trail up the ridge takes you on ookthe possibleroutesthat Lewis and Clanksed to reach
Hungery CreekThe trailheads marked with a very small sign atxade spot in the roadvith
limited parking.The trail climb&Villow Rdge to the soutrand crosseshe NeeMe-Pootrail in
about¥zmile. Willow Ridge Trail then climbs in earnest to 6,400 feet. The climb takes most
people over an hour.

The ridgeline on top is nearly flat, offieg some great views to the south and southwest,
especially where the ridge terminates about a mile south of the 8gacebelieved thel ewis
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and Clarkexpedition usedhis ridge as a route to Hungery Creek. None of the trails that various
maps show dropping off the south end of the ridge have been maintained in the past 50 years.
The final drop into Hungery Creek is a bit of a challenge and the trail along the creek shown on
maps is not discoverable by most people.

A Continue2.5miles

Sherman Saddle
46.4176-115.3672

Here, there is aioe spring and campsite just below the saddle on the northdide trails are
shown on a map, one coming up Willow Creek from the south and one going north. Neither
have been maintained imanyyears. If one climbs straight up the ridge to the westhe can

find fairt tracesof an oldNimiipuutrail going steeply up the mountaih. 1 Q& L2 a&aA o6t S
Lewis and Clark expedition followed that trdlbee AppendisiTheHungery Creek Questién

A Continue2.5miles

Sherman Peal.iz Butteand Neseeum Meadows
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Shown in yellow is moderntrail to the top of Sherman Pealk red, he NeeMe-PooTrail is shownlt is unlikely that that Lewis

and Clark went to the top of Sherman Peak if they went here &ttedly were following &limiipuutrail that was probably the

same as used by Bifttuax and thus became tihdeeMe-PooTrail.{ LA NA G wS@A @It wAR3IS /I YL Aa
misunderstanding, and it is unlikely that any historical travelers would have camped at the top of a peak.
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Liz ButteRoad (FS 56@nd Sherman Peakrail
46.4221,115.3291.

Here the road to Liz Butt¢he NeeMe-Poo Trail, Lewis and Clark T#2b, and trail to the top
of Sherman Peak merge within a relatively small space.

Liz ButteRoad (FS560) goes two miles north thiz Butte LookoufThe oneroom log cabin that
housed thepersonnelremains, buthe lookout is gone. The cabin is maintained by a group of
volunteers who snowmobile here in the winteand during the summer, it can be rentadeavy
maintenance is critical for log structures to remain intatd in recent years, they have
replaced some of the logs.

The roof has6-inch-long hand split cedar shingles. Now that is old techndlétgnd split
shakes have a life span of 20 to 40 years if well maintained.

Sherman Pealdust a bit east of the road junction is ttrail to Sherman PeaiTrail #12)It
offerssome great viewand is considered by some historians as the location where Lewis and
Clark first saw the plains to west

a4 . . to our inexpressable joy discovered a large tract of Prairie country lying to the S.
W. and widening as it appeared to extend to the W. through that plain the Indian
informed us that the Columbia riven which we were in surch run. this plain

appeared to be about 60 Miles distant, but our guide assured us that we should
reach it's borders tomorrow the appearance of this country, our only hope for
subsistance greately revived the sperits of the partyé

T Meriwether Lewis, September 19, 1805

On some Forest Service maf$erman Peais labeled a$pirit Revival Ridge. About %2 mile
from the trailhead, this trail crosses the N&&e-Poo Trail.

A Continueon the Lolo Motorway.7 miles

Nee-Me-PooTralil
46.4225-115.3165

This is the eastern end of a long segment beginning at Weitas Meadow.

To the eastthe trail wraps around Sherman Peakdsaddle on the west side of the peak
About¥2mile west it passes some nice springs and then breaks into the open at a small saddle.
The saddle was onceNimiipuufamily camgsite, and astudy of Google Earth or even a USGS
map reveals a significant number of meadows and berry sites within quick isaohe time

there were cooking implements herenow gone A well-worn grindstoneoncecaught an

I NOKS 2 2Helessénfiiipai® @ Hs®tarted as a wateworn rock, probably in the

Lochsa River and was carried up here by a waneawife and a motherShe passed this stone

on to her daughter who passed it to her daughter. 42 Y RSNJ K2 ¢ Yl yeé 3ISySNI i
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To the eastthe trail was obliterated bgonstruction ofthe road but it does resume.

A Continue 0.7 miles

No-SeeUm Meadows
46.4229-115.3042

With a name likeNo-SeeUm, who would want to camp hefg@Well, quite a few people have
camped here and enjoyed it.is one of very few sites that can hold groups of 20 or more
people.The meadows on both sides of the ridgeline have evidence afasttps hunters and
gatherers of the Nimiipuu and pioneer varietWith lushmeadowsdrainingeach side of the
saddle hunters of all generations have been successful for eons.

Springbox At the head of the meadowo the north @ 2 dz Oty adAft FTAYR (GKS 2
02E¢ odaAftlG o6& GKS /// 6KSy | NRBIFIR 02y &aidNuzOGA 2
Sherman CreeHRrail and the Idaho Centennial Trathis moderneratrail leaves NeSeeUm

meadow and reaches theochseRiver a stiff downhill jauniof 8 miles.The Idaho Centennial

Trail was designated in the late 13885 a northsouth trail through IdahoFromNo-SeeUm

Meadowy it follows the road west, themorth onthe LizButte Road At the cabin, it follows
series of trailsrorth to the IdaheMontanastate line.

Lost CannoThe world is full of stories of the missing mines and lost cannons; so here is our

story. Ever since the 1877 Nez Perce Wifare have been stories that the army lospack

howitzer somewhere on the Lolo Trail crossing. The Army denies that they lost a candon,

most people had given up looking by the 1940s. There wereever, many reports of cannon

orffta GKIFIG KFEIR 0SSy tSF¥i 0SKAYRXYX FfGiK2dAK LQO
are from gold mines that convezti to ball mills when stamp mill technology became old hat.

In the late 1940sa California hunter was campedth some buddie®n the Lolo Motorwayin

one the saddles between Weitas Meadows and$&eUm Meadows. On their last daghey

planned to pack up in the afternoon and head out. Not feeling too energétt RA Ry QG 32 ¥
from camp and wandered out a ridge from thelo Motorwayand was enjoying the view. He

pulled a sandwich from pack, sat on a rock and while munching he noticed down the hill below

KAY a42YSGKAYy3a GKFEG 2dzad RARYyQlU 221 GNRAIKGE

After finishing lunch, he headed down to look. What he found was the barrel of a cannon.

Covered in brush, it would be hard to get pahd it was very heavy. Giell, not his thing. He

returned to camp, packed ypnd headed out. The next day the party was waiting to catch a

train back to Californieand he had some time to kilHe wandered into a sporting goods store

andgot to talking to the caownerabout his cannorstory. The salesman thought it was
AYGSNBadAy3aIs: a2 KS gNRGS R2gy (GUKS YlyQa ylI YS
when home for the weekend. The next daging his day ok S RARY Qi 02YS Ay o 2 |
return, his partner had cleaned the desk and the note was gone. All he could remember was the
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general locationd LIKAf f FTNRY gKSNB GKS C2NBad {SNBAOS
That would be about Sherman Pe&lo-SeeUm Ridge, or Willow Ridge. Goobunting!

A Continue 0.6 mils

No-SeeUm Ridge TrasndNee-Me-PooTrail
464261,-115.2925

Between this point and Bald Mountain to the east, varidbles-Me-Pootrail segments are
available All are accessible from the Motorway. In other words, a through hike is possible by
walking on the road at times.

No-SeeUm RidgeOne trail researcher thinks Lewis and Clark went out on this ridge on their

way to Hungery Creek. Whether they did or not, thestle hika Trail#227t quicklylevels out

providing great views of the surroundingitterroot Mountains To the westCamadPrairienear
Grangeville, Idatican plainly be seanone of several places that coubé[ S@ A 8 Qa { LJA NA (i
Ridge The hike is especially enjoyable when the beargrass is blooming.

A Continue 1.1 miles

Dry Camp
46.43707115.2753

Key to understanding how Lewis and Clark got to Hungery Creek is the location of Dy Camp
[ S6AaQa OF YL 2F 2L NIdzyAadey

owe marched 18 miles this day and encamped on the side of a steep mountain; we
suffered for water this day passing one rivulet only; we wer fortunate in finding
water in a steep raviene about ¥2 mile from our camp.

T Meriwether Lewis, September 18, 1805

Ralph Space gave his best guess as to the location and placed a metal stake at what he dubbed
G5NB /FYLESD® ¢KA&A Aa (GKS GNIRAGAZ2YLFE f20FGA2Y

A Continue 2.0 miles

BaldMountain
46.4520-115.2435

As you drive around the south side of Bald Mountgiou get some great views the Selway
Craigdo the south Castle Butte to the southeast, and the ridgeline you just traveled on.
Getting out of the car is recommend as veering of the side would be catastrdfatikie care to
pull far enough to the sideo other vehicles can get by.
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The area has beenfavorite place to camp for many travelei®vo ranger cabinand at least
one fur trapper cabinwvere built near the springThe springs also the likely location of the

[ S6A 4

by R

I £+ NJ

OELISRAGAZ2Y QA

olY

LJ 2y GKSANI my

date in the evening much to the satisfaction of ourselves and the comfort of our
horses we arrived at the desired spot and encamped on the steep side of a mountain
convenient to a good spring. here we found an abundance of fine grass for our
horses. the graswas young and tender of course and had much the appearance of
the greenswoard. there is a great abundance of a speceis ofgraas which grows

on every part of these mountains it's growth is luxouriant and continues green all
winter but the horses will not eatst
T Meriwether Lewis, June 26, 1806

From the above journal entry, many historians have since named this Greensward Camp.

Bald Mountain
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TheLewis and Clark trail showadis, in most casesj 2 R INée®I&PooTrail. Bald Mountain Lake Trail is shown in yellow.

Bald Mountain Lake Traik incorrecton USGS mapThe correct locatioms shown above in

yellow. Thisis a short and easy hike to the &kl

cold until you swim out to deeper water.

0S|I dzli A F dz

€ LAY S OA NJj dz8

Road Maintenanc& here is a spring in the draw near the old road that led to a Ranger Station
in the early 1900sWhen thespring spills onto thdlotorway, it can bequite muddy. If water is
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running down the roadpleaseget your shovel oytand divertit to the side Official road
maintenance is a once in ten years event, so we all need to help keep the road useable.

1877Nez Perce WaGeneral Howar@ troops camped here, and one journal writer
commented that the General slid down the hill as there was no flat spot to sleep. Wandering
around on the bald hillsidezou can find shallow dips that might have been dug by a soldier
GNBAY3 G2 3S4G + 3F22R yAIKIQa at SSLIo

Great viewscan be hadf the Selway Craige the south and Castle Butte the southeast. To
the southwest and westhe ridgeline that holds the main ridgeline trail is visible.

A Continue 1.0 mile

Bald Mountain Saddl
46.4485-115.2258

This saddle is not a dramatic site and is rarely noticed. On the soutfilstde is water not far
from the road.To the north you can find theun-maintainedNee-Me-Pootrail whichclimbs
nearly directly up to Bald Mountaiffo the eastthere are segments dfee-Me-Poo trailon the
hillside climbing the ridgelineut to Castle ButteMost ofthe NeeMe-PooTrailappears to
have been taken outuring road construction

A Continue 0.7 miles

Road toCastle Butte Lookout
46.4454-115.2132

Here, a 1.5 mile, severely rocky, road leads to the Castle Butte Laokaental lookout and

radio repeater site for the Forest Service, State Highway Departraadtothers. If you drive

up, the road gets quite rough near the lookout, so park in the first lot on the right, and walk
(climb) the remaining distance. If someone is renting the lookitvigtre will be private cars

nearby. Unless they invite you upjug them some privacyfou canalwayswalk aroundand

under the lookout. There are great views in all directions. The Coolwater Craigs to the south are
most spectacular. To the north is a view of the unending mountains and valleys. You can spend
a lot of time trying to identify the various peaks.

A Continue 4.0 miles
Note: For the next four mileghere are manyNee-Me-Poosegments visiblérom the road
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Smoking Plac&railhead
46.4836,115.1578

Many people consider #se three milesf trail tradii K 5 NB ¢ y dMSBehiStoriéLolo Trail.
There are two trailheads |

one on the north end and
this one on the south end.
Most visitors go to the
southern trailhead angbark
near thelargeinterpretive
signt half hidden in the
trees on the north side of
the road

Smoking Plac&Vatch for a
metal pipe horse hitch
above the trail on your
right. Leavehed 2 F T A O
trail and work your way up
the gentle slope. The timber
ends as you near the crest
(46.4871-115.1530). You
will see rock cairnalong

the treeless ridgeThere
were several here at one
time, but some have
succumbed to vandals.

[ SeAaQa 22 dzN
why this site is so significan
to past and present travelers:

awe halted by the request of the Indians a few minutes and smoked the pipe. on this
eminence the natives have raised a conic mound of stones of 6 or eight feet high and

2y AGQ&a adzyYAd SNBOGSRfromthislplac&welhdtars 2 F mp T
extensive view of these stupendous mountains principally covered with snow like

that on which we stood; we were entirely surrounded by those mountains from

which to one unacquainted with them it would have seemed impossiblécetiare

escaped . ... after smoking the pipe and contemplating this seene sufficient to have

damp the sperits of any except such hardy travellers as we have become, we

continued our march

T Meriwether Lewis, June 27, 1806
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Indian Grave MeadowA Nimiipuu familyput of Kamiah was camped here in the late 1890s
when the whole family became ill. One son died and was buried not far from the meadows
along the Lolo Trail. A cenotaph marker has been platehe Grave Creek crossing, and the
family still maintains the memoriaGGrave Creek, Indian Grave Peak, and Indian Grave meadow
all derive their names from this tribute.

Indian Grave Meadovs a natural camping spetith good water, fuel for both horses and
campfires, ands somewhatprotected from wind. You can find old campfire rings throughout.
After a hundred years of fire suppressidéodgepole pine have significantlgncroached on the
meadow.

The Sinque Hol&vas namedrom a journal entry fronPvtWhitehouse

& XCamped at a Small branch on the mountain near a round deep Sinque hole full of
water.£
T Joseph Whitehous&eptember 17, 1805

TheSnqueHole is down the trail about/3-mile from Indian Grave Meadowslanypeople

who have studied the matter feel that the camp would have been at the meadows rather than
the sink hole. For one thing, there was not room at the sink hole for 32 people and their horses
to camp,horse feed was very limited, and the water was subpdhitehouse did not define

Gy SIENE yY2NJ RAR KS al & al (¢ sinkhdles asywRIAA cgrefd NI @ S
reading of the other journal entries indicates they continued to Indian Grave Meadow before
stopping for the daystill, the traditional camp next to the Sinque Hole persistaadern

literature.

At the northern trailhead, there is only a small sign marking the trail and barely room for two
vehicles to park.

A Continue 0.9 miles
Indian Grave PedRoad
46.4953,-115.1532

The roado Indian Grave Meadow and Pel#ts been closetbr many yeardut there is

parking and a turnaround spot for about three vehicles. Walkers can easily 'scale’ the berm left
by the bulldozermaking this the quickest and easiest acadissctly to Indian GravéMeadow.

The old road continues to the top of Indian Grave Peak, the site of a dismantled lookout.

A Continue 1.3 miles
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12 Mile Saddle
46.5098-115.1548

This popular camping area has accesthtee trail systemsOne goes down td¥eitas Creek
with access tdhe Liz Creek Cabiarea Anothertrail heads northto Cook Mountain and on to
the North Fork Clearwater Riven@Fourthof July Pack Bridg&nother branch of that trail
heads mrtheastto Lookout Mountain, Switchback Hill, Scurvy Mountaind road access at
Kelly CreeKThus, 12 Milés the easiest and highest elevation trailhead to 600,000 acres of
steep roadless lands.

A Continuel.1lmiles

Sinque Holdrailhead
46.5096,115.1378

This is the northern trailheatb Sinque Hole and Smoking Pla€er a description of the trail,
seedSmoking Place Trailhe@adbove. Going easthe NeeMee-Poo Trail is under the road for
the remaining distance to Saddle Camp.

A Continue2.2 mile

Saddle Camp Junction
46.5135-115.1005

Here you havéhreeroads and a trail to choose from, most notably Saddle Camp Rd (FS 107)
that connects to US 12.

Saddle Camp Rd (FS 10Hhjs road heads south to US 12 on the Lochsa Bikrs a primary

access route to specific areas on the Lolo Motorwais a longsteep, constant grade that

takes a little less than an hour to driv@hift to a lower gearan@ 2 Y Qi NJA R So muéhdzNJ 6 NI
thatthey overhed | YR &2dz &@®O2¥S | & NXzy

GraveyCreek Rd (FS 10Nprth of Saddle Camp Junction, FS 107 becomes Gravey Creek Road
on most maps. Gravey Crefiaws north to Cayuse Creek, Kelly Creek, and the North Fork
Clearwater RiverOriginally the name was Grave Creek for the Indian grave along the Lolo Trail.
Since there already was a Grave Creek and this creek does not arise near IndiaRdakge
mapping team changkthe name by adding éy.

Mire CreekRd(FS587) This road head north and west from the junction.

Bird-TruaX Nee-Me-PooTrail On the east side of the road junctidook about 100 feet dwn
the Gravey Cr Raihd you can see the trail reopened RymiipuuTribal membersThe trail is a
stiff climb tothe ridge nea5 S@A f Q& [/ KI A NJ

A Continueeast on the Lolo Motorway fdk.3 miles
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NeeMe-PooTrail
46.5151-115.0839

This is the other end of the trail theabmes up from Saddle Camp. The continuation east along
the ridgehasnot yet opened.

A Continue 0.2 miles
Devils Chair
46.5170,-115.0805

Devils Chair has aae bench with a nice view in the big rock to the side of the road. But if you
climb the rock and jump to thbench be warned thatgetting out isfar more difficult. In 2022
natural wildfire burned the small timber around the rock making for better views.

A Continuel.4 miles

Howard Camp
46.5301,115.0659

General O.0. Howarldd the Army forces chasing the Ndnmeaty Nez Perce in the T8war.

Howard Camp
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Red lines are possibNimiipuutrail routes that Lewis and Clark may have followEae llow line isa recentlyopened section
of NeeMe-PooTrail.
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Lewis and Clark Routé&romHoward Campthe Nimiipuu tail that Lewis and Clarkollowed

probably wentto the westover Moccasin Peak or perhaps west altmgridgeline before they

dove off to the headwaters of Gravey CreBlartof Moccasin Peak has been loggsd if there

were trail traces therethey are probably lostJust where the trail crossed Gravey Creekan

open question¢t KS ! { D{ ¢2LJ323IN} LKAO YI L) dASR wl f LK { LJ
that the lower Moon Creek location was wrong shortly before his déatihe journals say the

crossed two streams flowing northnd the abovanapabove shows$wo possible routes

1877NezPerceRouteThe Nez Perce passing hena-summer of 187’ had hopedhey had

left the war behind They surely had sad feelings about leaving their homeldaheé. seven non
treaty bands traveled independently, so it is impossible to know which band was where on a
given dayThe Army journalistsomment on the meadows being churned to mud from the
Nimiipuuhorses and that some horses that had been injured were left befAihd.Brd-Truax

trail had not been maintained by anyone sintevasbuilt 11 years earlielThe Nez Perce had

to work their way around or over down trees and other blockadé®y had left a larger

number of cattle behind but had quite a significant horse h&yl contrast, the Army hired
civilian woodsmen to cut out theif8l-Truaxtrail for the troops.

Peeled treesThere are peeletbdgepole trees alonthe ridgelinehere. Typically, the traveler

would make a series of axe cuts across the base of a tree about 18 to 24 inch&hienguld

then get hold of the piece of bark and ripward. Thebark piece being remove@pered down

to a point as it was ripped upaving a scar on the treéesquare on the bottom and pointed on

the top. The inner cambium bark could then be used as food for humans and h@tiesvas

usually only done when horse feed was scarce, typically in the spring when traveling over snow.
Lodgepole is a shatived tree of 90 to 100 years, so mastthe peeled treesonce seen here

are gone

Historic Campindvost camp sites weraearthe roadjunction and the creek just to the north.

Long way for helRalph Space was based here in 1924 when access was by trail from the end
of the road just out of Kooskia, Idaho.His bookd ¢ K & t 2 Spakidells 6f & coworker

kicked by a mule which broke his et above the kneeThey splinted the legs best they

could thenRalph went to Horseshoe Lake Lookout and phoned for help. He then returned to
the patient but the splinted marcould not sit on a horse. That afternodhey made a

stretcher from two poles anddded aharness so two stretcher bearers could carry some of the
weight on their shoulders.

With the patient and stretcher, the load was about 200 pounds. The man in front had the heavy
partt about 125 poundsand the man in back caried just 75. There were just four men to do

the carrying. The day after the injuhey startedout. The first day was a tough downhill from
Howard Camp to Saddle Camp and then a stiff climb to Indian Grave Meaaldigtance of

15 Personal communication between Charles Raddon and Ralph Space.
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sevenmilesthat took five hoursit began to rainbut they proceeded on and reached Castle
Butte Lookout by 7 PMA doctor from town had come to meet them, and he installed a true
cast on the leg. The stretcher bearers by then were exhausted, blisters broken and
bleeding

They rested the second dayhethird day, they found with the castthe patient could sit on a

horse, but the leg stuck out awkwardly. When they encountered a tree, they had to either steer

the leg around the tree or take the patient off the horse, go past the tree, then reload him. It

took four men to managé&1 miles irsevenhours arriving at the Boulder Ranger Station (at
G2RFeQa 2AftRSNYySaa DIFGSgl & ,they startidimhB ldng Blimb F 2 NJ f dz
out of the Lochsa Canyon arriving at Fish Butte Lookout abouti®dtdther 11 miles iseven

hours. After another nightut, they reached thesend of theroadt 15 miles by 3 PM. They were

met by cars that took him to a hospital in Lewistandthe stretcher crew started the return

trip to Howard Camp.

Horseshoe Lake Lookothis sites at the end of the road to the nortlit provides good views
of the surrounding mountains, especially to the nomfhgreat place to watch theutora
Borealisand Augusimeteor showes.

A Difficult RoadAbout 1.9 miles east of Howard Camp or a mile west of Moon Satidleolo
Motorway is at its most primitive condition. The road is narrow without passing places, rocky,
and steeplyout-slopedtoward a long deep chasm. In short, you need full confidence in your
driver. In the 1970saranger driving west encountered a car stopped in a very narrow section

of road. The driver and his passengers were just sitting in the vehicleamper walked up and
asked if there was a problenihey were$teaked oufand unable to moveThe ranger told

them to slide over, and he drove their rig up to the next wide place. He then walked back to his
rig and drove up to find them still sitting where he had left themable to driveHe drove

them on to Howard Camp and walked back to his rig. This, timg had driven on west, but he
again came on them iasteep narrow area a mile east of Saddle Camp. There again, they had
4 F NRB 1 .8gain,deedrove their rig ahead to Saddle Camp and again walked back to his
pickup.By the timehe got to Saddle Camp, they had recovered and headed down to the Lochsa
| AGKgl & yR a2dzi 2F GKS Y2dzyidl Ayaé

A Continueon the Lolo Motorway.7 miles
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Moon Saddle
46.5359-115.0173

Nee-Me-PooTrail ust below the roacht Moon Saddle, a section of the N&&e-Poo Trail side
hills itswayto Indian Post Office emerging behind the interpretive sign there. It is about one
mile long and gains about 700 feet elevatidinis segment was recently restored and currently
maintainedby NimiipuuTribal members.

At Moon Saddle ite lewis and ClarExpedition came ughe drawto the north fromtheir

G[ 2y Saz2yYS |/ gdptBriber @6, ¥RIheyFirned west and followea Nimiipuutrail
westalong the ridgelineBoth theNee-Me-Pooand earlyNimiipuutrails pass through this
saddle.

Trapper Cabibown the shallow south side dravbaut 200 yards on théeft (east) sideof the

roadA & (GKS O2ffl LJASR NBYIAya 2F I (N} LLISINDa OF 6
was quite small with such low walthat it was impossible to stand. It was built on a steep slope

above the draw so that snow would fall away and not block the door. He would only spend one

night here on a weeklong tour checking his trapsth hiswasat Powell, he also trapped the

other side of the Lochsa River in the Brushy fvdem Springs Creeklk Summit areas. He

later became District Ranger at Powell and wrote about his winter activities in his

autobiography.

A Continue 1.5 miles
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Indian Post Office

46.5459-114.9879

The Lewis and Clark journalists leave no hints that they ever saw Indian Post Office. They likely
RARYQU® [A1S {Y21Ay3 ttl OS 2 placKtd enppthelvigw, L Yy RA |
place a prayer rock on a rock cairn, smoke, and connect. To many Native Americans, it is still a
Medicine Place, so it is important that others leave everything as found.

Indian Post Office

'Y 4

Theedarrowi Sé A & | ylBnesomd Qodeahd thefireen arrowis Moon Saddle.

Enjoy the view!The pyramidshapedpeak to the southeast is Grave Peak which features a hard
to see lookoutlt is a cupola on top of a cabin like the one that was here at Post Office Peak.
Norman Maclean, author ofoung Men and Firalso wrote a story sedt Grave Peak Lookout
titted The Cook, the Ranger and the hole in theag®kyta young man coming of age Grave
Peak Lookout duringv/orld War | Looking more directlyuk east (on a clear day) Ranger Peak
crownsthe Idaha&Montana line.
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The Bue dashedihe isthe probableNimiipuutrail that Lewis and Clark followe@he camp of Septemb&6, 1805, wadikely
within the blue circle. The red line is tNeeMe-PooTrail reopened in the mi@010s.The llow line is aotherNimiipuutrail.

Lonesome CovErom theinterpretivea A 3y A (h@lBhouk sor@nddédown to a small,

dzy Y NJ] SR K2ttt 2g

R dzdyoRaIphSpade-2ityh& ey Swetsndvg; Sold,

andmiserable dayCapt.Clark went ahead of the main group awdsprobably looking to lose
some elevation, find shelter from the wind, and have good water and grass. This location
provided that and would make the hunters happy too. Before the main party arrivelitte

fires for each of the four messdde wrote:

L KIS 6SSy 6SG I yR

right, halted and built fires for the party . . . .

Fa O2fR AYy SOSNE LI NI |
one time fearfull my feet would freeze in the thin mockersons |.took one man
and proceeded on as fast as | could about 6 miles to a Small branch passing to the

we Encamped at this Branch in a thickly timbered bottom which was Scercely large
enough for us to lie leavil, men all wet cold and hungéifed a Second Colt which

0K2dAKG AG FAYS

S |ttt {dzLJSR KI NI AT @
T William Clark, September 16, 1805

NeeMe-PooTrailTheNeeMe-t 2 2 (1 NI A f

2y | YR

LI aasa

0SSt 29

GKS Ayl SN

scramble down to the restored trail and the braided trail system on this hill can make it difficult

BLF 2yS NBIFffe
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to find the correct trailWhen you see a distinct tread sidling instead of dropping, you have
found it.

TheRoclkCaims® S R2y Qi FTAYR I ¢wls a@ZMioGyais abouk tife rackk S |
cairns found here todayt is likely the expedition dropped over the side just a bit east of the
cairnsand thus missed seeing theffihere are a lot of theories about therigin. Many believe
they were religious sitasoften found not far from a small village site or camp. Individuals
would have a private visit with their guiding spirits. They might say some prayers on matters of
importance and after completion of the prayer, the individual would place a stone on tlke roc
pile which would be a physical display of devotiinrmay have been that members of an
extended family would place their praying rocks on one pilgfortunately, most of the dens
along the motorway have been disturbed by whites looking@mnoredtreasure under the

pile. As a result, theairnsthat we see today are significantly smaller and less-ieillt than

those found here a century ago.

Indian Post OfficeLakesFishing is reported to be goad these lake# you have the energy for

the trip down and backTo get there, look for a trail leaving the road to the old lookbut L (i Q &

easy to miss so if you near the lookout, you went too Reportedly JdahoFish and Game

ai2014a (KSoeNpEyaIdse S Xa&eThavorddhR fustdséa | A NONJI ¥

Indian Post Office PealKhe knob just south of here held Indian Post Office Lookbutasan

old-style structurewith the living quarters below and a small cupola on top that held the fire

finder. In its day, iwas staffed with two Forest Service firefighters who worked for the Powell

District Rangeof the Lolo National Forest based inMissoWlesK A & ¢l & GKS [2f 2 C2
west lookout.The forest boundary changed in the 1960s whisiL2 was completed, and it was

possible to have the whole west slope management under one National F¥mstan still

drive to the lookout site which gives you a nice view of the lakes belovaaed of mountains

to the south.The University of Idaho Library has the journal and photos of a young firefighter

who worked here in 1929 and 1930 before the road was built.
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Indian Post Office Lookout

IndianPost Officd_.ookoutin the 1930s an dd-style lookout with the fire finder in a cupola on top of the caBinthe time this
photo was taken the log cabimaslookinga little worn.

Peeled Tree#t one time there were several peeled trees along the ridgg.more on peeled
GNBESasz aSS a4l 261 NR /| YLX

A Continue 1.6 miles

Doe Creek Roa(FS 566)
46.5561,-115.9576

Doe Creek &ad was built in the 1930s to access Indian Post Office Peak Lookout. Before the
road, a trail served the same purposiewas quite a climb up from the Lochsa Riaad the

trail was not far from the route athe present roadThe Carlin Party followethe trail with the
ill-fated George Colegate in 1898 fire in 2022 burned over the road and killed some trees
whichopened viewpointgor travelers Today, the roagbrovides quick access to Indian Post
hFFAOS 6AGK2dzi +Fa YdzOK daylFNNBg>X NROl@&xX FYyR
Junction.

A Continue 2.8 miles
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Spring Mountain
46.5703-114.9129

Spring Mountain(Bears Oil and Roots Camp)

P ~ |
= ) L
. \ w o= W
Bears Oil-and Roots ¢ : 1, i
Campt) //’\\(6\ ’ 3 /,//////
g /' \\@/d\ ‘ 7 ///// X’
//h’/)/';/;g TS\ =~ 4N ///@@ S

Thismap shows spring next to the Motorway Before the 2015 wildfireere,there was a trail that crossed above the road to
the spring and then to the small ridge near the elevation nuni680& above

Here anmterpretive signcommemorates a camp on the Lewis and Clark X8@&n trip. They
came all the way from Bald Mountainansingleday. Sergeant Ordway journaled:

A ¥e came further today than we went in 2 when we came over. And Camped on
the South Side of a mountain where our horses find a little gfdssday warm and
Snow melts fast.

Thed . S NAE h A hame, gilen Wbpadieésdribes their meal that nighThere is a
spring onthe south side of mountain about 20 feet above rodthe Brd-Truax Traipassed
through the springo makewatering stock easier.

There are three probable sites for campirgpch with very old fire pitanddisturbancesone at
the saddle to the west, one on the ridge to the eastd oneon a flat behind the peakviost
researchers believe the expedition camped at the one bebindorth ofthe peakand the
stock grazed on the south side

The fire that burned in 2015 removed the heaver brush aad hide the trailsfrom easy visual
identification.

Thetire tracksup the ridge on the west were stad by a tractor fighting a fire in the 1950
Despite lots of discouragement, stopping people from trjtmgrive it has been difficult.

A Continue3.6 miles
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Old Trails
46.5939,-114.8605

After a steep climb and a switchback, the road reaches a crest, and we gain some views to the
south. If you get outhereand wander a bjtyou can find segments of both tiideeMe-Pooand
anearlierNimiipuutrail that Lewis and Clatielyfollowed.

A Continue 0.9 miles

Cayuse Junction
46.5989,-114.8538

This junctionis a noteworthy feature. ThBlee-Me-PooTraildescendgrom the eastto meet to
road near just to the eastWhen first built the Lolo Motorwaywent up a draw whereas now it
goes aroundaridge (see map). The road down the draw was quite,apt they were unable
to keep the road dry enough to be useful. In the 1966sre were rumors about a Ford Model
A which got stuck and was abandoned there.

Camping At one time hunters camped all over this ar&¥dith the decline in hunting and

reintroduction of natural firethis area has changed significantly in the past 30 y&ams. thing

to keep in mind is that when seeking a campsite, all people are drawn to the same features:

water, wood,protection fromwind and sun as well as grazing if traveling with horses. Today

most campers turn north here and find a place along the ctéekle away from the junction.

Cayuse Lakieoks wonderful but is quite shallgandweQ @S & SiG G2 YSSiG az2vySzy
a fish there.

For a time there was mining on Blackleddountain andWilliamsand Rhodes Peaks the
north and northeastAccess tdhe miningarea was up Cayuse Creek. There are several small
lakes and a high lakes alpine area to toetheast.

A Continued.7 miles
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Showbank Camp
46.5824,-114.8210.

Snowbank Cam@Traditional)
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Lewis and Clark campsite.

Many of the Forest Service interpretive signs alongLtblwMotorway were placed where

there was a convenient place to stop. The Snowbank Camp location shown above is a classic
example. The Lewis and Clark camp of September 15, 1805, was likely atop the ridge to the
northwest, not the labeled dot shown on the abonep.Needlesgo-say, Ralph Space named
the camp and placed its location near the Lolo Motonaaya convenience to motorists.

Pvt.Whitehouse wrote:
G2S LINPOSSRSR 2y 2dzNJ gl & 2y GUKS G(G2L) 2F (KAaA
finding water, but was not fortunate enough to find avye encamped on the top
ridge of the Mountain, where we found plenty of Snow, which from appearance had
lain there during the whole Year, we melted Snow to drink & make some portable
Soup, which was given to all the party, & they all retired to rest seéming O2 Yy G Sy @ ¢

T Joseph Whitehouse, September 15, 1805
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During the night, things turned unpleasant

obegan to Snow about 3 hours before Day and continued alfr@agnow in the
morning 4 inches deep on the old snows, and by night we found it from 6 to 8 inches
deepl walked in front to keep the road and found great dificuelty in keeping it as in
YIySe LXIFO0Sa G4KS {y2¢ KIR SyGdANBfte FAffSR
T William Clark, September 16, 1806

Whitehouseadded

GXBKSY 6S F621S GKAa Y2NYyAy3 G2 2dzNJ ANBL
{y26X6S YSYRSR dAdmeaizNd mévitholit &k saped rags on
their feet and loaded up our horses and Set out without any thing to eat, and

An unmaintained piece dfieeMe-Poois above the roadmile eastat aboutthe same
elevation as thenterpretive sign Lookmid-slope above the road.

A Continue 0.2 miles
Wendover Ridge Trail
46.5805-114.8153

The Wendover Ridge Trail ender starts  here. In 1805l ewis and Clarksed this route to
climb up from the Lochsa fishery. The Forest Service has added a few bends to mitigate the
grade, but in most placg one can see the old trailimbingstraight up the ridgeline. No matter
which treadlineyoufollowZ A (i Q a,400-focl éledzfid change in only 7.5 miles.

A Continue2.5 miles
Lost Lakes Trail
46.5963,-114.7784

Lost Lakes Trailhe threemile trail to Lost Lakes departs from hefebit further on the trail is
Williams Peak. Rhodes Pe&a# bit further ot has an elevation of 7,930 feet.

Road Crew CamAcross the road to the south in the little basin burned out in the 2015 fire was
a road crew camp for theriginalroad construction. You can see the remains of roads and flat
spots for tents. Theyook theirwater from the draws.

A Continue2.6 miles
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Imnamatnoon Likoolam
46.586, -114.7325

TheNimiipuutranslation isdGrizzly Bear Saddigvhich seems appropriate given theNB | Q &
naturalhistory. This is thefficial eastern etrance tothe Lolo TraiHistoric CorridorThe rame
changecameAy G KS @SIFNR fSFRAY3I dzLJ 02 GKS [SéAa | yF
wasPapoose Saddiehich tended to offendsome Ralph Space in hisbodk t ST NB I G4 SNJ { G 2
noted that few of theNimiipuunames had survived the white mapmal@®need togive

everythinga name. In the procesthe originalnative names were lostn recent yearsthe

Board of Geographic Names has attemptecitake abalance

Shotgun Creek R(FS 109}t is about 10 miles or one hour down a rather narrow but evenly
graded road to its junction with US 12 just below the Highway crossing of Crooked fork.

Imnamatnoon CreelRd(FS568) This is nota welkmaintained roadIf you need to escape the
high country, we suggest you go eastf® 50@o Powell Junction and take Parachute Hill Road
down to US 12.

A Continueon theLolo Motorwayl.0 miles
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Powell Junction
46.5791-114.7186

CKAA AYLERNIIYy(d 2dzyOliAz2y LINRGARSAE Tl
the more scenic Lewis and Clark campsites.
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13-Mile CampPark in the wide spot immediately to the west of Powell Junction. There is often

a small sign pointing the way to the Lewis and Clark camp of June 26, 1806, named by Ralph

{ LI OS -alAsf Sa Mo YLIE & ¢ KS { NI-rhile. THe tréeapen ygh&youi t @ | 62 d
will find yourself in a large, exposed southern slope with excellent views of the Bitterroot snow

peaks. Their camp was at the top where it is level and the grass is bEtfjournals record

that the Nimiipuuguides stopped therherea  F 1 SNJ N} St Ay3 mMo YAfSa 2
g | & yh@ier chmpsite within reach before dark.

-78-



Chapter3t Lolo Trail Driving Tour

Access Routes from and Rowell, Idaho

Black lines are modern road®ed lines are Lewis and Clark raui&estbound in 18Q3hey came down téhe Lochsa Rivemd
then climbed up Wendover Ridge. Eastbound in 1@ Nimiipuuguides kept them on theain trail that continues east to
Rocky Point before dropping down to Crooked Farkributary of the Lochsa.

Powell JunctionFS 500 is the smaller road to the north (left). The main toaitien labeled as
the Lolo Motorway on mapsis Parachute Hillddd (FS 569) that drops down to US 12 at
Powell, Idaho where you will find Lochsa Lodge (food, gas, lodging) and Powell Campground.

This tour opts to remain on FS 500 to reach Rocky Ridge Lookout to the east.

A Continue east on FS 500 favout 2.0 miles

FS 5650
46.57785;114.6905

This road connects with Parachutil Road about 1.9 mileto the southand will be used near
the end of this tour

A Continue orS500for 1.2miles

-79-



Chapter3t Lolo Trail Driving Tour

FS 50@Gate
46.5811-114.6714

This section oFS 50@vas builtfrom the weststarting atCrooked ForlCreekin the 1930sIt
crossedarge pieces of private lanénd when the land was loggedhaintaining the road

became problematicOccasionallythe landowner or someone leaves the gate open. Following
it very far might lead you to a hard place.

A Continueeast 0.5 miles

Original Trail Traces
46.5829-114.6636

Just before reaching Rocky Point Lookotdpst the severehairpin corner Just to the north in

I avylftf alFrRRfS A& I @ASgE 2 7FoutandeeznemaniNdf Af & W
the NeeMe-Pod Bird-Truaxforest Servicpacktrail. Thenwalka bit eastto the white rock

which forms the heart of this pointWalk out the ridge to the east as it begins to drop down

towards Crooked Fork Creek 2,000 feet below. Look at the narrowricg&ling and you can

see theold surface trail that.ewis and Clarollowedt the earlier Road to the Buffaldlere,

the ridgeline is quite narrowlhey must have traveled on those narrow ledges and steps you

can see looking down the ridgeline to the east. This is one of the few places you can say with
F3adzNF yOS a[SéAra | yRHg £ N] adSLIISR NRIKG GKSN.

Rocky Point Lookout and Switchback

Rocky Point ‘&

Note how theroadmakes a switchback on the ridgeline to the esmstarked by the blue arrovirheNimiipuutrail that Lewis
and Clark followed would have skirted just below the rocky outgezparrow)just as the road does today.

A Continue to the lookout parking area.
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Rocky Point Lookout
46.5828,114.6653

This isone of the fewlookouts stillstaffed by a person during the fire seas@amd yu are

welcome to visiat most timesWhenyou parkR2 Yy Qi o6 f 201 GKS G dzNY I NP dzy F
lookout andthe keeperwill likelyinvite you up to the catwalk unless there is significant radio

traffic they must attendo.

Rocky Poinprovides outstanding views of the route traveled by the CafpBiscovenas far as
ten miles awayTo thenortheast is Lolo Pass aadisitor center.Across the Crooked Fork, you
can see the ridges they traveled in 1805 on the way to the Lochsa FiSlethe southwest is
Wendover Ridge which the expediti climbed to reach the main Lolo Trails

Nee-Me-Poo Trails. Lewis and Clark's 1805 Route

Roundtop 4

F 3

Cedar Grove
Picnic Area

Rocky Point 4

Gaogle earth view of Lewis and Clark's route heading south from Lolo Pass iTh808d lingstheir 1805route. Theblue line
is their eastbound 806 route
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Powell, Idaho
46.5158,-114.7152

To end this tour, return to FS 5650 (46.57783,4.6905) and turn left (south).
FS 5650 reaches Parachute Hill R@#8I 569n almost 2 miles.

Continue south to Powell and US 12. After a day or more on the Lolo Motorway, Parachute Hill
may seem like a freeway.

If you are looking for even more historical travel, see the previous chapter describing the
historical sites of US 12.

-82-



Chapterdt The Western Nedle-Poo Trail

Chapterd
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West End of the Lolo Trail Corridor
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Musselshell Meadows can be accessed via Weippe or Kamiah, Idaho. The roads are shown above in black. The Lolo Motorway is
shown in red and the Western N&te-Poo Trail driving tour in blue.

Musselshell Meadows Interpretive Sign
46.3493,:115.7471

Musselshell Meadows lies on the very edge of @learwatemMational Forest. Here is where

the mountains start. To the west, the land is less steff prairies suitable for agriculture. A

Forest Service station has been here since the Clearwater National Forest was Tralaoed

1900. It serves as a good base for exploring the adjacent public lands. Until the road system was
developed in the 1930s, thiéorest Service had several portals to serve the million+ acres of
inroaded lands and Musselshell Meadows was one of those portals. It served as the western
portal of the Lolo Trail as far east as Willow Ridge including the upper Lolo Creek country,
Eldoralo Creek, Weitas Meadows, Snowy Summit, LieaRidge upper Weitas Creeland

Cook Mountain. Around the meadowgou canfind a representative sample of both historic

events and everyday use. There is truly a lot of history here.
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Musselshell Meadows
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MuSselshell

The ed line ighe probable edge ohe meadows before fire control allowed brush and treesertoroach

Camas Croamas bulbs had long been a staple vegetable Native Americans. The bulbs were
dug in the spring and placed into piles to dry. Late summer, the bulbs were baked in
underground ovens. Thus preserved, the highly nutritious tubers would sustain the People
through the next winter and spring. When the Lewis and Clark Expedition arrived at the nearby
Weippe Meadow, the Nimiipuu were there to bake the camas they had harvested earlier.

Musselshell Meadowrovidesa natural camas crofhat is still harvested by Nimiipuu people,
but conditions are quite different than in the time of their ancestdree meadow is fenced to
keep cattle out of the camas ground®@eforemodernfire control, a natural fire could be
expected every 20 to 50 years, and the Nimiipikely set fires to burn the meadow more

often. Today, the tree and shrub invasion of the meadow is significant, and the meadows are
less than half the size they would have been 200 years ago.

The meadows are quite wet in the spring when the camas plant flourishes. B&uygigst the
camasplantsgo dormant butthe bulbs are safe undergrounghe competing brush was
vulnerable to fire and required fresh seed to blowtarstart new plants a process that takes
years.During the era of natural and humsset firesthe whole area turned blue from the
flowering camashat bloom in the springFor the Nimiipuu people, the change has been quite
detrimental. The bulbsare much smaller than before fire control, and there are fewer of them
as the result of the brush competition.
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A Continueon FS 100 northwest and west 0.7 miles

Gold Creek Road (FS 535)
46.3522-115.7604

On the west side of Musselshell Meadows, turn onto the gravel Gold Creek Rd (FS 535)
A Continue on FS 536r 0.7 miles

Musselshell Meadows Pond
46.3545-115.7489

During World War Jtimber was important for the war effort, so a sawnmilas built tocut all

the merchantable timber in the are& thousand acres of the surrounding timber was cut for
lumber. After the war, the sawmill was moved to the North Fork Clearwater River to cut the

dying westernwhite pine suffering from liister rust. Today the mill pond has become a wildlife
watching areaanddeer and moose sightings are common.

A Continue on Gold Creek Rd 535 for 0.2 miles

Dispersed Campsite
46.355Q-115.7489

Across from the mill pond is an area used by small groups for camping dreeno formally

designated camp sites, just open, dispersed camping. & 2 dz OF YLJ KSNX = LJ SI &
fire rings Insteaduse an existing fire pit. The nearest public toilet is athlee-Me-Poo

trailhead another half mile up the road.

A Continue 0.1 miles

US Forest Service Guard Station
46.3569-115.7436

There are two fire crews based at the Guard Station; a crew connected with a traditional
Gol O102dzy G NEBE TFANB GNHzO1 | Y RhelitacOiNdBigbase& | 0 ¢ 2 NJ
here during fire season. Both crews operate seven days per imgekating shifs. Both crews

frequently travel to fires throughout the wesAdditionally other typesof crews work from the
station such as trail crews and timber and wildlife crews.

A Continue0.1 miles
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Nee-Me-PooNational Historic Trall
46.3586-115.7416

NeeMe-PooTrailhead

Google Earth image dfeeMe-Pootrailhead.You first come to a fork in the road with some interpretive sigasking and
camping on the rightCheck out the local flowers in the butterfly gard€he trail starts north to the foaind stock bridge.

At the north side of the meadow is the western terminus of the Historic Lolo Trail and Nez
Perce (NeeMe-Poo) National Historic Trail. This is where Wellington Bird and Major Truax
started their road construction intent on connecting Lewiston, Idaho vhthgold fields in
az2zyidlyl® ¢KSe& RA Rwydhiough d&hblo Wail TSriddr.0 K £ F

After crossinghe foot bridge the NeeMe-Pootrail takes the left fork anold wagon road.
This road wasuilt in 1866 toservethe Pioneer Mindhat is about six miles up the ridgBird-
¢ NHzt E RARY Qi K thélrSaginZoadnerd asldhey codith UseRtisydae until the
road turned towards the mine about three miles up the ridge.

A Continue 0.8 miles
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Musselshell Creek Crossing
46.3696-115.7409

At this junction, take the right (east) fotkat crosses Musselshell Cregkist aheadGold Creek
enters Musselshell Creekhis tour followsalong the east side of Gold Creek for several miles.
During the 1860s gold rusthis area was filled with prospectgrand the Pioneer Mine was one
of the productive mines located along the ridge to our east.

A Continueon GoldCreekRd(FS 535)dr 4.1 miles

Nee-Me-PooTrailand Pioneer Mine &
46.4070-115.6974

Until this point, the NeeéMe-Poo trail follovs an old wagon road that served Pioneer Mine.
Heading east, actual trail tread begins here. The road to Pioneer Mine is closeidyduuinalk
pastthe gate and follow the old road back down the ridge (south), you will encounter the trail
tread of theNee-Me-Pod Forest Service Pack trail that serviced the west end of the Lolo Trall
for many years.

NeeMe-PooTrailPioneer Mine Road
W ORI A o= | [ € V3

Note how the trait shown in red leaves a ridgeline but follows down a side ridge to cross Siberia Gbek climbs to a
ridge above Lolo Creek before dropping to cross Dutchman. @réedn crosses the mouth Lolo Creek at its junction with Yoosa
Creek. Thiss typicalNimiipuutrail routing throughwhat was then'uncharted ground:"We have the help of topographic maps

G2 dzyRSNRUGIYR GKSANI NRPdziAy3ad ¢KSe& RAR Al gAGK 2fR FTlLakKAz2ySR

A Continue 0.3 miles
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FS 502
46.4095-115.6954

The original Gold Creek Road
went straight ahead here.
However to protectwildlife, the
road is closed fall, winter and
spring, and when operis

seldom maintained. We sugges

you take the mainlog-haul
standard road to the right;S
5021

A Turn ontoFS 2021 and
continue for 1 mile

FS 5020
46.4242,-115.6807

At this junction, go left (west)
onto FS 5020.

A Continue 1.7 miles
FS 535
46.424,-115.68@

Here, we return to the original
FS 535.

A Turn left onto FS 535 and go
northeast for 0.5 miles

Chapterdt The Western Nedle-Poo Trail

© Forest Road 535

Diversion from FS 535

The diversion from the unmaintained section of FS 535 is shown above in light
The original, unmaintained road is shown in dark blue.
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Gravel Ends, Dirt Begins
46.4290-115.6742

If you look to the east, you can see the west face of Snowy Sufinitpeak is visible far to

the west and is probably what Lewis and Clark saw on May 7, A8@6.that view they were
quite discouraged when thNimiipuuinformed them itwould be six weeks or more before they
couldcross the mountains.

Looking aheagdyou can see rock surfacing on the road, but where it starts up the hill it reverts
to its original form of a firsgeneration road. The only surfacing is rock thrown in some
potholes and around culverts, but for the most part the road follows a ridgeRiigetop roads
are difficult to maintain becauseater oftenruns downthe tire ruts eroding the surface. These
little gullies must often be avoided by placing one wheel in the middle of the road, and the
other at the extreme side.

Start of the Dirt Road

Here,the road gravel diminishes ardthe grade steepns disappears entirely.

A Continue 2.6 miles

Bell Creek Campground
46.4487-115.6401

If you want to get away from everyone, thiampsita once popular but now seldom useds
the place to go.

A Continue 2.3 miles
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BeaverSaddle
46.4594-115.6154

Here FS53%ndsat FSI04. 2 1 K NR I Ra FFNB 2f R daY2thaaddwd @€ Al )
continue eastthere is a Beaver Saddle and Beaver Dam Saddle only a few miles apart.

The burnthrough whichyows A t € 6S GNJ @St Ay3 Aa LI NIROIZF (GKS ¢
which was a natural (lighing caused) fire. You will note that it burned hot in some places but

not at all in others. This is a typical burn pattern for high elevation-wind driven fires. Many

people feel thathis type of firebenefits the normal pattern of life in higher elevation lands.

A Turn right (east) onto FB)4and continuel.9 miles

Camp Matrtin
46.4426,115.6052

TheNeeMe-Pootrail arrives here after a stiff climb up the ridge from Lolo Fofke route was
toosteepforcas KSy OS GKS aY202NBlIeé¢ aitewSWYNRUzRRe& Az |
lessen the gradelhere is a nice spring just down the trail, which was greatly appreciated by

hard working pack stoclit one time there was a cabin here owned by Bill Martin, hence the

name.

Camp Martin
BM |
15333
C L E
BM O
5302 Lean-to Ridge )
Junction
19 20, 21 BM 5492 7
““BM 5261
=
E
5144
v, A
(RAL CAMPMARTIN
poO Z
R BM,
S”OW)/ ‘ 5622 Soldier
Summit |
Meadows
¥
] pOO .~
) 2z,
30 ¢ 29 S 28 M

A Continue 1.6 miles
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FS 555
46.4474-115.5823

The meadowshereare fading away due to the lack wéturalfires. In the 1877 NePerceWar,
Army journalists recorded that thidez Percg@onies had eaten everything and churned the
meadows into mudAs a result, the Army horses were hungry avete given bark peeled from
trees FS 555 goedown the ridgeto the northeastto the Weitas Guard Statiomlong that

route, onecan still find phone line and insulators from the ground return phone line that ran to
the station.

A Take care to follow FS 104 as it bends sharply at the junction, and dn¢inwe 1.5 miles

Snowy Summidunction
46.4315-115.5893

The snow here remairsngerinto the summer than most other peakdence the nameA
short spur roadtakes you to thesite of a lookout, now long gon&here are god views of the
Columbia Basin to the wediut trees are beginning to block the view.

A Continue east oS 104or 2.1 miles

Beaver Dam Saddle
46.4243-115.5615

Here is avide saddle with parking for AT¥adstock trucksOn summer weekends, you will
likely see a few rigs parked heté.mile northon FS 103, there is a snowmobile warming hut
and restroomsThe quickest way out of the mountains is to go soutiF@108 a loghaul
standard road which goes to Musselshell Meadows

Interpretive Signsinstalled for the Lewis and Clark Bicentennilaése large signs give a good
overview of the Lolo Trail Corridor

Nee-Me-PooTrail At the east end of the saddléhe NeeMe-Pooa trail leaves forthe ridgeline
up to the east. As the ridgeline steepens the hilil turns north to lower the gradeeaching
the Lolo Motorway in about two miles.

Nimiipuu BraidedTrailsWhere the NeeMe-Poo Trail turns north, a braided trail system
continues onto the steeper gradés ridgdrails steepens somewhere between 35 and 45
degrees people and animals begin to switchlkaaften leaving a braided trail systeifhese
traces are often quite short.

A Continueeast onFS104 0.7 miles
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Pete Forks
46.4153-115.5569

FS 104 ends at the Lolo Motorway (FS 500). See the previous chapter for your options traveling
Pete Forks.

A Tour ends here
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For many generationdyimiipuufamily groups access the backcountryof the Lolo Trall

Corridor. It wasalsoused byNimiipuutraveling to the Great Plairte hunt or trade Traces of

their old trail exist, but they are generally ignored in favor of the X3@®7 trail cut by Bird

Truax with the intention of becoming a wagon roddhis chapter focuses on the segments of

gKIFEG ¢S akKlftt GSN¥Y a[2f2 ¢NIAfté¢ OGKIG INB 2LSy
part of two National Historic Trails and as such, closed to any motorized or mechanized travel.

The Nez Perc€learwater National Forest Tr&40 is the official Ne@&le-Poo Trail through the
Lolo Trail Corridor connecting Musselshell Meadows with points east. For the segments that
were approximately followed by the Lewis and Clark Expedition, the hiking and horsing trail is
also labeled F&25. Because the Road to the Buffalo goes to western Montana, this chapter
includes hiking trails to Lee Creek Campground just west of Lolo Hot Springs.

The Lolo Motorway anthe two earlier trails merge at narrow saddiesS I @Ay 3 G 2RI & Qa
trail highly segmented. The disadvantage is that segments can be quite short and close to the
Motorway while the advantage is thaehiclesupport is never far away.

TheNeeMe-PooHistoricTrail

The red line is a portion of the Ni&e-Poo route. US 12 is shown in yellow.



