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This is the documentation for the Lolo Trail National Historic Landmark that Merle Wells 
mailed to me on Sep 19, 1996. Merle and I met on the Lolo Trail and had a long afternoon talk 
about my work and the need to update the documentation on the Lolo Trail NHL. He requested 
my help.

These continuation sheets and maps were sent to me to mark up and return just before Merle 
became terminally ill. I regret to say that I postponed my work on this and never returned to it 
before his death.

This contains the registration form, continuation sheets, and maps that the Idaho State HS 
prepared in 1988. The form pages were stamped with the date Mar 13, 1991, and the form was 
signed by the Keeper on Feb 1, 1993. The continuation pages were not numbered so I have 
numbered them in the order I received them. I have also added identifier labels to the 
continuation sheets and the maps that were not on the originals.

The Lolo Trail, as documented in these pages, is primarily the Northern Nez Perces Trail of 
1805 through Hungery Creek (Lewis and Clark) and the Northern Nez Perces Trail of 1831
(John Work) over Snowy Summit. Some of the trail tread is not marked on some maps. I have 
added Idaho State HS Reference Series 941 to this document that shows their estimate of the 
tread diversion at Saddle Camp.

It is unfortunate that this Landmark documentation does not cover the portion of the Lolo Trail 
between the Weippe Prairie and Kamiah. I hope this can be added in the future because it 
rightfully belongs and is shown on an historic map in my collection.

My research was an independent discovery of the trail tread over the same span of geography. 
Thus, my research and this map set represent two independent versions of research on the 
Lewis and Clark trail tread over the Lolo Trail corridor.

Steve F. Russell, PhD, PE
Associate Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Iowa State University
Ames, Iowa



Lolo Trail National Historic Landmark 

This document contains all the information I have gathered on the landmark based on the
work of Merle Wells, Idaho State Historian. The registration form was obtained from the internet
site for historic landmarks. Mr. Wells provided me the following documents in a private
communication on Sep 19, 1996:

1. Registration Continuation Sheets containing the Sites Inventory, which includes the
Lewis and Clark Campsites and other major sites such as Wendover Rest Stop and Fort
Fizzle.

2.  Registration Continuation Sheets containing landmark boundary Township, Range,
Section and fractional Section information.

3. A map set of 7.5 minute topographic maps that document the landmark boundaries
between Lolo, Montana (Travelers Rest) and the Weippe Prairie. They include both the
Hungery Creek (1805) and Snowy Summit (1831) branches of the Northern Nez Perces
Trail.

The continuation sheets and the maps were inadequately marked as to their purpose so I
took the liberty of adding small title blocks to the sheets that are used in this digital version of
them. The title blocks have information such as the origin of the documents and the official name
of the topographic quads.

Some of the maps such as Map 13, do not show the tread determination. However, I
believe that Merle Wells produced some subsequent documents that might have filled in these
missing segments. The one I discovered so far is Idaho State Historical Society Reference Series
941 which I have added to this document even though it was not in the original set. Larry Jones,
retired Idaho State Historian, sent it to me in Sep 16, 1996. I have included 941 in the next page
of this digital document. It shows the proposed trail tread as it should have appeared on a portion
of Map 13 in the NHL map set. I believe that other maps I’ve no access to might also be among
papers now with the Idaho State Historical Society.

Steve F. Russell
Iowa State University
Ames, Iowa



sfr
Note
Saddle Camp

sfr
Note
Howard Camp









































sfr
Note
Travelers Rest
Camp, 10 Sep 05, 30 June 06





sfr
Note
Camp, 11 Sep 05



sfr
Note
Fort Fizzle, 28 July 77









sfr
Note
Lolo Hot Springs





sfr
Note
Camp, 13 Sep 05



sfr
Note
Camp, 28 June 06



sfr
Note
Camp, 14 Sep 05



sfr
Note
Wendover Fishery
15 Sep 05

sfr
Note
Wendover Rest Stop



sfr
Note
Wendover Rest Stop

sfr
Note
Camp 15 Sep, 05



sfr
Note
Camp, 27 June 06

sfr
Note
Indian Postoffice

sfr
Note
Camp, 16 Sep 05





sfr
Note
Camp, 17 Sep 05



sfr
Note
Smoke Cairn

sfr
Note
Camp, 26 June 06



sfr
Note
Sherman Peak

sfr
Note
Sherman Saddle





sfr
Note
Cache, 17 June 06

sfr
Note
Camp, 17 June 06

sfr
Note
Lewis, 19 Sep 05





sfr
Note
Camp, 25 June 06

sfr
Note
Camp, 16 June 06



sfr
Note
Clark, 18 Sep 05





sfr
Note
Lewis, 20 Sep 05



sfr
Note
Lewis, 20 Sep 05



sfr
Note
Camp, 18-20, 24 June 06

sfr
Note
Camp, 15 June 06

sfr
Note
Clark, 19 Sep 05
















