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Errors in a topographic map can
make it look like the GPS plot is in
error

“A different kind of tailgating”

The map to the above right has the GPS data
accurately plotted on a USGS 7.5 minute DRG. |
The map elevation contours are distorted and
too far west and south of the actual location of
this ridge

The GPS plot on the map to the below right has
been distorted so that it appears to be in the

LOLO SUMMIT

THE LEWIS AND CLARK PARTY CROSSED THIS
PASS SEPT. 13, 1805, WESTBOUND FOR THE
PACIFIC AFTER A LONG DETOUR TO THE SOUTH,

From the headwaters of the Missouri they had crossed the

_g) Mmountains to the Salmon, Finding that river impassable, they
traded for packhorses, hired an [ndian guide, and
came north to an [ndian trafl across the
mountains here, ]‘lred and -fed the men wefe
to have a hard stru fe in early snoy along the
steep ridges e trail fo]yowed for most
of its [2 m course west to the

correct location. This is fine for hiking and
reading paper maps but any GPS readings
taken from this map will be in error

Sep 15, 1805

Snowbank Camp

Conclusion: The accuracy of USGS DRGs
is not adequate for accurate portrayal of
both the correct UTM location and the
perceived topographic location

Last surviving plaque put along the trail by Salmon River Canyon in Idaho
Jack Harlan, 1935 _ _
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Note bullet holes!




